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FUTURE EVENTS

SUNDAY, May 16
Senior Recognition
Sunday

Noon
Senior Sunday Luncheon
CLC

WEDNESDAY, May 19
Spring Picnic
Wintersmith Park
5:00 p.m.

SUNDAY, May 23
Noon
Country Fried Chicken

hurech Wide
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Meet at the pavilion near the Kiwanis Park.
Chicken and drinks are provided but we need
you to help by bringing your favorite side dish or
dessert.

Kiwanis rides will be open and free for the children.

In the event of rain, we’ll picnic in the CLC.

Youth Fundraiser
CLC

SUNDAY, June 6
6:00 p.m.
Burgers “N” Jazz
Court Yard & Fellowship
Hall

MONDAY-FRIDAY
JUNE 14-18
High Seas VBS
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What's a
“Stephen_ Minister?

A year ago we started Stephen
Ministry, a caring ministry of the
church, done by lay persons who
have been trained for a specific
task. It is not to cure someone’s
pain (Only God can do that.), not
to be a psychological therapist
(Others are trained in mental
illnesses.) and not to do

everything for someone (They
need to do many things for themselves.) Instead,
Stephen Ministers are trained to “walk alongside” folks
and care for them and be with them at this time in
their life journey.

But who was Stephen, after whom this ministry was
named? Well, Stephen only appears once in the
Bible, in chapters 6 and 7 in the Acts of the Apostles.
As the church grew, this created a problem: how to do
those caring things for all these new members that
needed the care of the church. The Apostles tried to
do it but didn’'t have time to preach and teach and
evangelize. They hit upon a plan: The church would
appoint “. . . seven men of good standing, full of the
Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this
task.” (Acts 6:3) One of those seven was Stephen.
But he didn't stop with just caring for folks. “Stephen,
full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs
among the people." (Acts 6:8) He was also
outspoken before the Jewish leaders and got himself
into trouble. Acts 7 is his prophetic overview of the
history of Israel and how the people of God were
rebellious toward God. As a result of his powerful,
confrontive sermon, he was stoned to death! He was
the first martyr of the Christian faith. As he died, he
forgave his persecutors (Acts 7:60) just as Jesus did
on the Cross (Luke 23:34). To the end, he remained
a caring, forgiving leader in the church.

Stephen is the namesake for our Stephen Ministry.
These servants in the church are meant to

supplement, not replace the caring functions of
pastors. There will still be pastoral visitation in

homes, nursing homes and hospitals; but pastors
don’t have time to give the ongoing attentiveness that
some folks may need. For instance, before and after
a funeral, the pastor will visit and check in with the
bereaved family, but some folks need ongoing care
for several months until they get through the most
critical part of their grief work. After a divorce, a
pastor may meet with the divorced person for a few
times; and a Sunday school class will certainly want to
be supportive, but they may not know what to do.
Persons going through a divorce may need someone

to walk wisely with them through this journey for
several weeks or even months, be a confidential ear
for all their feelings, pray with them, reassure them.
This is the role of the Stephen Minister

There are lots of other situations in which Stephen
Ministers can be very effective: loss of a job,
handicapping condition, prolonged recovery from an
illness, someone dealing with a difficult family
member, to name a few. Stephen Ministers are highly
trained (50 hours total) to be confidential, be sensitive
to another’s feelings, be aware of their own feelings,
keep appropriate boundaries and know when to refer
a need to a professional. Remember, they are not
expected to be cure-givers; only God can do that.
They are care-givers, sharing Christian love with
persons who are hurting. They are not the shepherds
of the flock but fellow sheep, simply walking with
another sheep that’s limping. They are like a cast for
a broken bone, supporting it so that it can heal.

On Sunday, May 23", our second class of Stephen
Minister candidates will be commissioned in worship.
They have completed a thorough training course that
took 50 hours and began in January under the
guidance of our Stephen Leaders, Dick Danielson,
Donna Jamar, Debbie Glasgow and Harold Muse. It
has been a demanding but phenomenally enriching
spiritual experience for all of them. After training they
are well prepared to be Stephen Ministers.

So, what do Stephen Ministers actually DO? And
what are the kinds of situations in which Stephen
Ministers can be helpful? On the insert in this edition
of the Advocate, you'll find a page entitled “The
‘After’ People.” It describes the many kinds of
circumstances in which a Stephen Minister can be
effective. If you know of someone in this kind of
circumstance, that person could be helped
significantly by a Stephen Minister. Contact one of
our pastors or one of the Stephen Leaders, and they
can (1) determine IF a Stephen Minister could be
helpful and (2) decide WHICH Stephen Minister would
be assigned to this person. (A Stephen Minister is
only assigned to a person of the same sex.)

Active Stephen Ministers will meet bi-monthly in
supervisory sessions led by the Stephen Leaders. In
these sessions, they will share how they are doing in
their care-giving (without divulging the identity of the
individual) and receive guidance and encouragement
from their peers.

Join me on May 23™ in worship, won't you? We'll
commission our second group of eight Stephen
Ministers and anticipate the care they will do on our
behalf for their sisters and brothers in our church.

Grace and Peace,
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HOPES FOR GRADUATES

When our first son was born, | was determined that
I wouldn't be like all the other (bad) parents who do
all those things that create all the neuroses and
quirks in their children that | saw in all the people in
the world. (And | knew that it was mostly their
parents’ fault.) But not me! Oh, no! | was going to
be the perfect parent, always being firm when that
was appropriate, and always being understanding
and patient and lenient and when needed. Always
wise! Moreover, my children would be protected
from all those traumatic childhood disappointments
that | knew would “scar them for life”. Instead, my
children would have their every physical and
emotional and spiritual need met, and they would
grow into the world as healthy, mature, responsible
adults.

Well, after about 6 months, | came to realize how
complicated parenting is, and by the time they
went off to school, | realized that | couldn’t protect
them from everything, including their father! No, |
was not the perfect parent, but that wasn't what
they needed anyway! By the time they entered
junior high, I realized that, instead of always taking
care of all their needs, | needed to help them to
learn how to take care of their own needs. It was
called “growing up.” It is in this spirit that | write to
our graduating high school seniors.

I've had the immense privilege of being your pastor
for seven years, and I've watched you grow and
mature as young people and as disciples of Jesus
Christ.

| hope God so fills you with his love that you know
deep down that you are prized and valued.

| hope you know just as deeply that others are just
as prized and valued by God and you care for
them as God cares for them.

I hope God gives you eyes to see beauty—real
beauty found in the common and ordinary.

I hope God gives you courage to look at what is
ugly and not ignore it, but to know it for what it is.

I hope you feel the sting of injustice
that is done to you, but

I hope you feel just as angry over injustice
that is done to others.

I hope God gives you enough of the world’s goods,
not to fill your bank account
and die rich in stuff,
but to share your bank account
and live rich in spirit.

I hope God does not insulate you from pain,
real pain, but will be with you in your pain
to give you confidence that you can endure, and
to give you compassion for others in their pain.

| hope God brings into your life real friends
who will love you enough to unconditionally
accept you in spite of all your flaws and
who are wise enough to be really honest with
you and challenge you to correct your flaws.

I hope you will find out early in life that
the “pursuit of happiness” is like chasing a
butterfly in the wind, always out of your reach,
but, in the pursuit of a passion to which you can
wholeheartedly give yourself,
happiness will come to you and alight on your
shoulder like a butterfly.

I hope God will offer you a cross that is painful
but is worthy of your best effort,
a cross that you will take up and carry with joy
as you follow your Lord.

I hope God trusts you enough to send you into a
sinful world as a representative of divine grace,
to make a significant difference for Christ.

These are my hopes for you, my young friends, my
brothers and sisters. May God continue to bless
you; you are a blessing to us all.

Grace and Peace,

George Warren

YOUTH TO HOLD
FUND-RAISER DINNER
FOR SUMMER CAMP

On Sunday, May 23, the youth will hold a fund
raiser in the CLC. It'll be fried chicken with all the
fixin's. Youth will serve you at your table. There is
no charge, and you are invited to make donations
to the youth camp/mission trip fund. The youth
who work the dinner will receive a portion for their
summer camp/mission trip costs.

Youth camps have continued to increase in cost
over the years. This year, a week at youth camp
will cost $200 per youth. The church youth budget
pays $100, but this still leaves $100 per youth, and
that can hit some families hard, especially if they
have three youth or want to go to a leadership
camp. There are limited scholarships for
especially needful youth over and above the
remaining $100.
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Golden Rule Day
at Cross Point
Saturday, May 22

Bring your painting clothes and

your enthusiasm to work on our

Golden Rule Day at Cross Point

Camp on Saturday, May 22. We

will meet at the church at 8:30

a.m. to arrive at the camp
around 10:00 a.m. There, we will join with Ardmore
FUMC to paint cabins, clean up limbs, repair
plumbing and roofs and whatever we can do to get
the camp ready for the summer session. Contact
Bob Langston at the church office, 332-1398, if you
have questions.

Just a Thought. . .

We must come out from prayer the most rapturous
and sweet, only to do harder and ever harder works
for God and our neighbors.

—St. Teresa of Avila

A day hemmed in prayer is less likely to unravel.
—Unknown

The Senior High
Sunday School Class
will meet for a picnic at Elaine
McKnight's home ( 1420 Pine St.) on
Sunday, May 23 at 5:00 p.m.

Bmgers and 5(IZZ

SUNDAY, June 6

6:00 p.m in the Fellowship Hall
and Courtyard

Sunday School : We are
enjoying our new Sunday
School format.

5th & 6th Graders -
Temple Tweens led by
Cheryl McCortney
PreKindergarten through
4th Grade - Book 1l
Rotational Sunday School

3 Year Olds - Theophilus Threes led by Cindy

Brady and Veneshia Ferdinand

Oto 2 Year Olds - In the Beginning

We are currently enjoying our 6 week session on

"Jesus and the Children" We are learning the

lesson through cooking, musical games and

video/storytelling.

FaithBreak:  Last Wednesday night was our final
FaithBreak evening for the year. It was an
awesome Yyear! Thanks to all of you who
volunteered your time and talents.

On Wednesday, May 19th, we will have our All
Church Picnic at Wintersmith Park.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW! HIGH SEAS
VBS IS JUNE 14 TO 18, 2010!! Register now.
Registration forms are available near the preschool
area across from the coke machine.

The van ministry will be in use during VBS, so if you
know of children who may need a ride, please call
Lisa (332-8589 or 272-8264), and Miss Gina or a
helper will see that they get here.

June 14—18
Register NOW!

ITB (In The Beginning) Position Open

Staff/Ministers in Training are needed in the ITB
Nursery.
Applicants must:

Love children

Be dependable

Be able to use every moment as a teachable
moment-even with babies

Be at least 18 years of age.
This is a paid position. If interested, please contact

Melody Nick (399-5264) or Lisa Elliott (332-8589 or
272-8264)



SUNDAY, May 16 Senior Sunday
8:30 a.m. Worship (Chapel)
9:15 a.m. “Coffee” Fellowship  (Fellowship Hall)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Worship (CLC)
Noon Senior Banquet (CLC)
5:00 p.m. Hello/Goodbye Party (Wreck Rm.)
MONDAY, May 17

JPRAYERS: Richards Adams, Aggie Allen, Jack Allen, Neal

Barlow, Makayla Bray, Virginia Cleghorn, Mary Cochran, Ann
Dial, Lois Duncan, Michelle Gibson, Jess Green, Marsha Hard-
castle, Janice Herndon, Theophilus Inslee, Elvin Jaquess,
Haley Jobe, Darlene Jones, Jack and Jeannie Kemper, Wilma
Lawson (Jim Lawson’s mother), Joan Martin, Bernice Shiplett,
Lindsay Snow, Glenda Thomas, Lauryn Watkins (James Wat-
kins’ daughter), Melissa Wilkerson.

1:00 p.m. Bridge Class (Fellowship Hall)

5:30 p.m. Finance Meeting (Library)
7:00 p.m. Traditions Narcotics Anonymous !
(Disciples Class Room) "|# $ # % &
TUESDAY, May 18 (

9:30 a.m. Talmidim Bible Study (Library)

12:00 p.m. “Brown Bag” Women’s Bible Study (Library) Please continue to pray for these men and
6:00 p.m. Faith Promise Missions Meeting  (Library) women serving in our armed forces:
WEDNESDAY, May 19
10:00 a.m. Matthew 25 Mission (St. Luke’s) I oH I
Sack food items 3 % & # . .
1:00 p.m. Prayer Card Ministry  (Disciples Class Rm.) 0 | ’
3:00 p.m. Youth After School Fellowship (Wreck Rm.) ( by (

5:00 p.m. Picnic (Wintersmith Park-details on front pg.)

THURSDAY, May 20
8:00 a.m. Matthew 25 Mission (St. Luke’s)
(Distribute food sacks)
7:00 p.m. Disciple | (Library)
SUNDAY, May 23
Noon Youth Fundraiser-
(Fried Chicken Dinner-C LC)
5:00 p.m. Senior High Picnic (McKnight's home-
1420 Pine St.)

UPCOMING EVENTS

WEDNESDAY, May 26
11:00 a.m. Golden Agers Lunch (Fellowship Hall)
SUNDAY, June 6
6:00 p.m. Burgers “N” Jazz (Court Yard & F.H.)

Anne Penprase was baptized
on Sunday, May 9.

Watching Our Figures

OFFERING 5/9
Faith Promise $ 150.00
Capital Campaign $590.00
Youth $ 500.00
Bldg. Maint. Endow. $225.00

ATTENDANCE 5/2
Sunday School 189
8:30 a.m. Worship 75
10:45 a.m. Worship 230

Total Worship Attendance 305

$11,488.00

LAWN MAINTENANCE
SCHEDULE

If your class elects to hire someone to do the lawn
maintenance, the Church has used Matt Dean the past
few years (421-6875). Another reliable service is CDG
Solutions (235-8745 or 235-8275). We ask that the
lawn be maintained once a week.

Fellowship May
Homebuilders June
Disciples July
Seekers August
New Roots September

Parlor October




