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SUNDAY, May 2 
9:30 a.m. 

Bell Concert 
Fellowship Hall 

 

10:30 a.m. 
Children’s Spring Play 

(CLC) 
 
 

SUNDAY, May 9 
Mother’s Day 

 
 

SUNDAY, May 16 
Senior Recognition 

Sunday 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, May 19 
6:00 p.m. 

Spring Picnic 
Wintersmith Park 

 
 

SUNDAY, June 6 
5:00 p.m. 

Burgers “N” Jazz 
Court Yard & Fellowship 

Hall 
 
 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 
JUNE 7-11 

High Seas VBS 

THANKS FOR 
A JOB WELL DONE! 

 
Our pastor, George Warren, thanks John 
Wildenburg of Wildenburg Windows 
Restorations.  He has just finished the work of 
restoring our chapel windows and the six 
windows in front of the office area.  
Additionally, he added a new protective cover 
and frame to protect the windows from the 
elements and keep them looking beautiful for 
years. 
 
All of our stained glass windows are now 
restored. 

SUNDAY, MAY 2 
9:30 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

The Chancel Ringers will present their 
Spring Concert on Sunday morning at 
9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  A wide 
variety of music will be presented 
including some of our seasonal music 
and songs from our “Favorite Hymns”.   I 
hope you will use this time for reflection 
as you hear the music from our past 
seasons. 
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Join us this Sunday morning for a 
heartwarming adventure, and be 
reminded that nothing can separate us 
from the love of God—not even a 
hurricane! 

SUNDAY, May 2 
10:45 a.m. in CLC 



good, biblical justifications that a rational, moral 
disciple of Jesus Christ could take in good 
conscience—for both sides!  I love my sisters and 
brothers who disagree with me; I respect the 
decision of “the body.”  But I am not obligated to 
change my mind!  Why?  There are SO MANY other 
issues on which we AGREE!!!  And there are so 
many GREAT things that my beloved church does!!!  
(That would take another 20 pages for me to list!) 
  

What is the point of all of this?  As you know, the 
2008 Book of Resolutions (page 352) had a phrase 
advocating the “right” of universal health care, and 
this was part of our Board of Church and Society’s 
support of this basic point of view in Congress.  I 
would agree with the need of health care for all—
that’s why I go on a medical mission to a place that 
doesn’t have health care at all—but not the right that 
is guaranteed by the U. S. Constitution.  That’s just 
not how I see the responsibility of government.  And 
I’m very concerned about the financial condition of 
our nation and the impact on our economy.  But 
these are my opinions, and I do make mistakes!   
But even more important, I realize that there are 
many wonderful Christians—very smart and faithful 
Christians of goodwill, fully devoted followers of 
Jesus Christ, my beloved sisters and brothers in 
Christ—who stand on the other side of that issue!  
That’s why it’s controversial.  Here’s the clincher: 
Even though I may not agree with them on this  
issue, there is so much that we do agree on that 
I am willing to work together on those many, 
many other needs.  
 

I believe that this is what Jesus was talking about 
when he prayed that his followers would be “one”—
in unity (John 17:20-21).  He knew that we would 
never agree on everything of substance or practice 
or method.  But he prayed that we would agree that 
Jesus is Lord, and that, together, we would serve 
him with joy and enthusiasm and mutual love for one 
another.   
 

Will our votes on our opinions be 100% in 
agreement?  Probably never.  Will our commitment 
to Jesus Christ and his church?  100%?  That is our 
hope.   
 

Grace and Peace, 
 

 
 
P.S.  You might wish to read Bishop Hayes’ 
reflection on the Health Care Issue on the insert.  -- 
G 

IT’S NEVER 100%! 
 
As you know, the United 
Method is t  Church is  a 
“ representat ive”  form of 
governance.  The Church 
Council of about nine people is 
e lected by the Church 
Conference (all the members).  
The Church Council sets 
policies, approves the budget, 
plans and implements the 
church initiatives and programs.  

In short, they “run” the local church as 
representatives of the whole body.  The pastor and 
church staff work in accordance with these 
decisions.  Our Annual Conference that will meet in 
Tulsa this year will approve our Annual Conference 
policies and budget; they will plan and implement 
Annual Conference initiatives and programs.  They 
“run” the Annual Conference.  Dick Danielson and I 
are your representatives (lay and clergy) to this 
body.  The Conference staff and bishop work in 
accordance with these decisions.  Our General 
Conference that meets every four years does the 
same for the whole church.  In 2007 we elected 20 
delegates (10 clergy and 10 laity) to represent us to 
this body in 2008.  They approved a 4-year budget 
and enacted legislation which made any changes to 
our Book of Discipline (our Constitution and bylaws), 
our Social Principles (our core values) and our Book 
of Resolutions (our public statements of ideals). 
 

As we move from Church Council to Annual 
Conference to General Conference, the “body” 
becomes more and more diverse in points of view.  
This means that the votes become less and less 
unanimous!  In fact, votes of real substance and 
significance are NEVER unanimous!  Over the 
years, most of the time I affirmed the decisions that 
the General Conference took.  But there are many 
times that I have disagreed with the stance the 
General Conference took, and occasionally the 
decision grieved me deeply.  
 

So what do I do when the church body (local church, 
Annual Conference or General Conference) decides 
against my point of view?  I pray.  I talk to God and I 
listen to God with humility.  I search the scriptures 
for insight on the substance of the particular point of 
view and whether or not that point of view is 
essential to the Christian faith.  (A good start is 
Romans 12-14.)  I realize that it’s not about me or 
my preferences but about God and God’s 
preferences.  But I also realize that on the vast 
majority of the controversial decisions, there are  
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Strength for the journey:  
Ideas and thoughts from our Bishop 

 

Setting the Record Straight  

Your questions are certainly legitimate.  You have a 
right to know what our denomination speaks about 
this issue. 
 
Thus I want to use this controversy as a teaching 
moment.  I want to help all United Methodists—
regardless of your stance on the subject—
understand what the Church says about health care. 

 
One voice:  

The General Conference 
 

The General Conference is the only 
entity that speaks on behalf of our 
denomination. There is no one person 
or one agency authorized to issue 
statements on behalf of the Church.  
The General Conference most recently 
met in 2008 and will meet again in 
2012. 
 

The United Methodist Book of Discipline 
and The Book of Resolutions contain 
our Constitution, Doctrine, General 
Rules, Social Principles, and other  vital 
i n f o rma t ion  tha t  g ove rns  our 
denomination.  These two books are 
printed every four years, after the 

session of the  General Conference. 
 

To understand our Church’s stance on health care 
and other issues, you must begin with these two 
books. 
 

At the 2008 General Conference, a Theological and 
Historical Statement on health care for all in the 
United States and therefore advocates for a 
comprehensive health care delivery system that 
includes access for all, quality care, and effective 
management of costs.”  (Book of Resolutions, pg. 352) 
 

A statement about health care in the Discipline 
includes a Biblical reference. “In Ezekiel 34:4a, God 
points out the failures of the leadership of Israel to 
care for the weak:  ‘You have not strengthened the 
weak, you have not healed the sick, you have not 
bound up the inured..’  As a result all suffer.  Like 
police and fire protection, health care is best funded 
through the government’s ability to tax each person 
equitably and directly fund the provider entities … 
We believe it is a government responsibility to 
provide all citizens with health care.” (Book of Discipline, 
pgs. 117-118) 
 

These make clear that the Church strongly endorses 
health care for all citizens, but not specific legislation.  
This stance was put into writing decades ago.  U. S. 
political debate about health care goes back 100  
 

Continued on reverse side 

Politics: “Activities associated with government".  
(Encarta World English Dictionary) 
 

By Bishop Robert Hayes Jr. 
 
I seldom use this space to address 
matters of politics.  My entire ministry 
is spent  trying to bring people 
together.  I don’t seek to create 
discord with topics that can leave 
people feeling separated and angry at 
each other.  I’d rather spend my time 
and precious space in these 
newspapers on promoting the 
Kingdom of God and sharing words of 
faith, hope and love as contained in 
the Gospels. 
 

Politics tend to divide us.  Surely in 
this country each of us has the right to 
voice an opinion on any subject and 
every action of government—people 
have died to defend that right of free speech.  But 
when I don’t believe as  you believe, when you 
think your way is the only way  to solve problems, 
we can become divided. 
 

Yet an issue has come up that is so volatile I  believe I 
must address it in this space today. 
 

The U. S. Congress has been embroiled in a debate 
about health care reform.  You know how heated and 
controversial this subject has become throughout the 
nation.  Several weeks ago, a heath care bill was 
signed by the U. S. president. 
 

Upon passage of the bill in the House of Represent– 
atives, Rep. Nancy Pelosi spoke to Congress in her 
role as Speaker of the House.  Her comments 
included, “The United Methodist Church supports 
this legislation.” 
 

United Methodist from all over America responded 
in a variety of ways when she said that.  Some were 
delighted to hear our Church was apparently giving 
its support to the legislation, while others were 
dismayed.  Many began asking questions of the 
denomination's leadership.  Some of you have 
contacted your pastors, district superintendents,  
myself, and other leaders of the Church in 
Oklahoma. 
 

Who authorized such a statement?  What bishop or 
committee gave permission to say that?  What’s 
going on within The United Methodist Church? 
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years, to the presidency of Theodore Roosevelt.  Even 
earlier, United Methodists believed that providing health 
care to others is an important duty of Christians.  The 
founder of Methodism, John Wesley, developed ways 
to offer medical services at no cost to the poor in 
London. 
 

Bishop Janice Huie of the Texas Conference recently 
wrote,  “The General Board of Church & Society is the 
agency that has the authority to advocate (for) public 
policy consistent with the values and statements 
adopted by the General Conference and found in the 
Book of Discipline. It is my understanding that 
speaker Pelosi’s statement actually referenced 
advocacy from the General Board of Church & 
Society on behalf of health care.” (Cross Connection, the 
Texas Conference newspaper, April 2, 2010) 
  

Bishop Huie, who also has served as president of the 
Church’s Council of Bishops, explained, “Over the 
years,  The United Methodist Church,  acting through  
the General Board Church & Society and its 
predecessor bodies, has been involved in a number of 
issues” that were controversial at the time.  Among 
those: child labor legislation, temperance legislation, 
civil rights legislation, disability legislation, anti-
gambling legislation and anti-pornography legislation. 
 

The preface to our Social Principles, contained in the 
Discipline says it well:  “The United Methodist Church 
has a long history of concern for social justice.  Its  
members have often taken forthright positions on 
controversial issues involving Christian principles.” 
 

Huie also points to a posting by Paul Brown, a 
graduate student at Duke University, on the UMC 
Facebook site:  “Sisters and brothers, our unity is 
grounded in Jesus Christ—not in the details of health 
care reform.  As a church that includes both Hillary 
Clinton and George W. Bush as members, we are 
free to disagree on various  social issues, but we 
remain united in one Lord, one faith and one baptism.” 
 

May it be so. 
 

Bishop Robert E. Hayes, Jr. 
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We are busy, busy, busy at preschool.  We are 
finishing up a year filled with learning. 
 

Our Fours studied about Ocean Life this week while 
our Threes celebrated “Letters.”  They played ABC 
Bingo, had alphabet snacks, and read alphabet 
books.  The Twos reviewed shapes and learned about 
Insects.  The Ones finished up the week with their 
month-long study of farm animals.  All the classes 
worked hard on their selections for the  end of school 
program. 
 

Next Friday, May 7, is the date for our End of School 
Program and 4 Year Old Graduation.   The program 
will be in the Sanctuary at 10:00.  All parents, family, 
and friends are invited to this special event.  There will 
be a reception after the program.  PARENTS, we still 
have another week of school after the program.  Our 
last day of school is May 12 for our M/W classes and 
May 13 for our T/TH classes.  We will have special 
events all week to celebrate the end of school. 
 

 Have a great week. 
 

 Ms. Kiah 
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Our new member is  
Sallye Holford . 

Sallye joined our church 
 family on April 25th by 

transferring her membership 
from another denomination.   

UPDATE ON TODAY’S NEEDS – 
TOMORROW’S DREAMS 

 
To date 66 families have pledged and/or given 
$248,442 toward our goal of $350,000.  In 
addition, our FUMC Foundation has pledged 
$30,000, making our grand total $278,442.   We 
have covered Today’s Needs  of $250,000 for 
the Sanctuary heater/air conditioner and 
electrical work plus restoring our Stained Glass 
windows in the chapel and office area.  This 
leaves us $71,558 short of fulfilling our goal for 
$100,000 for Tomorrow’s Dreams.   These will 
be funds in our Foundation that will yield interest 
payments indefinitely toward facil ity 
maintenance.  This will help the next generation 
keep this beautiful sanctuary beautiful. 
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LAWN 
MAINTENANCE 

SCHEDULE 
  

In order to help reduce the 
budget, the Trustees are 
asking every Sunday 
School Class to take care of 
the Church lawn for one 

month.  The class can mow, trim, edge, etc. 
themselves or call and pay for a mowing service.  The 
Church as used Matt Dean the past few years and he 
can be reached at 421-6875.  Another service that 
can be used is CDG Solutions and can be reached at 
235-8745 or 235-8275.  We ask that the lawn be 
maintained once a week. 
 

Mowing Schedule: 
 

 Serendipity Class April 
 Fellowship        May 
 Homebuilders       June 
 Disciples        July 
 Seekers        August 
 New Roots        September 
 Parlor        October 

Did God Make Katrina?  Don't forget 
this Sunday, May 2nd, our children's 
spring musical program, "Did God Make 

Katrina?" will be presented at the 10:45 church 
service in the CLC.  We will practice during Sunday 
School time in the CLC.  Please arrive by 9:15 if 
possible so we are ready to start promptly at 9:30. 
Sunday School :  We are enjoying our new Sunday 
School format. 
    
 5th & 6th Graders - Temple Tweens led by             
    Cheryl McCortney 
   PreKindergarten through 4th Grade - Book III    
    Rotational Sunday School 
   3 Year Olds - Theophilus Threes led by Cindy          
    Brady and Veneshia Ferdinand 
   0 to 2 Year Olds - In the Beginning 
 
Last Sunday, April 25th, we began our 6 week 
session on "Jesus and the Children".  On May 9th 
and 16th, we will continue learning the lesson 
through cooking, musical games and 
video/storytelling. 
 

FaithBreak:    On Wednesday evenings, May 5th 
and May 12th, we will explore the theme, "God 
Made Me Special".  God made each of us with 
individual talents, likes and dislikes, and He's given 
us dreams and aspirations.  We will take a couple of 
Wednesday evenings, and examine this concept, in 
age appropriate ways.  We may learn to write a 
paragraph or a short essay on what we want to be 
when we grow up or places in the world we would 
like to visit.  We'll play some games to explore how 
we might get there, and what obstacles we might 
have to overcome, and how God is with us always to 
help us along the way.  This will be really fun and 
educational for all the children, so make plans to be 
there!!! 
 

On Wednesday, May 19th, we will have our All 
Church Picnic at Wintersmith Park. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!  HIGH SEAS 
VBS IS JUNE 14 TO 18, 2010! Register now.  
Registration forms are available in the Book III 
hallway outside of Asia.  The van ministry will be in 
use during VBS, so if you know of children who may 
need a ride, please call Lisa (332-8589 or 272-8264)  
and Miss Gina or a helper will see that they get 
here. 
 

Lisa Elliott 
Director of Children's Ministries 

         Children’s News  

THANKS TO OUR 
YARD ANGELS! 

 
Many, many thanks to Carolyn Danielson, Martha 
Jones, Nancy Cody and Elaine Bearden who worked 
to weed and clean out beds from the east side to the 
west side of our church grounds on Tuesday 
morning.  What a job -- but how nice it looks!   And to 
put the icing on the cake, Jack Borcherding 

graciously came by and offered to 
put out a thick carpet of mulch to 
keep the weeds out over the 
summer.  He has begun the work 
on that, but will not get it all 
done.  If anyone would like to help 
him, please call and offer your 
services.  We thank you all for the 
gift of yourself to us all! 
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Melanie Logan, our Youth Intern, needs to have your 
District Youth Camp forms and  payment by May 12. 



PRAYERS:  Aggie Allen, Neal Barlow, Makayla Bray, Virginia 
Cleghorn, Lorena Derryberry, Ann Dial, Lois Duncan, Michelle 
Gibson, Jess Green, Marsha Hardcastle, Theophilus Inslee,  
Darlene Jones, Jack and Jeannie Kemper, Wilma Lawson 
(Jim Lawson’s mother), Joan Martin , Laquita Roberts (Jason 
Parker’s Grandmother), Jackie Savage, Bernice Shiplett, 
Lindsay Snow, Glenda Thomas, Lauryn Watkins (James 
Watkins’ daughter), Melissa Wilkerson. 

 

M.D. Anderson:  Janice Herndon 
Norman Regional:  Elvin Jaquess 
 
EXPECTANT MOTHERS:  Pam Watkins Beard, Amy Cole, Gin-
ger Daniel, Jill Danielson, Jill McCortney Harris, Stephanie 
Taylor Kinneberg,  Teena Lowry, Kim Moon, Jennifer Morn-
hinweg,  Charissa Reed, Emilee Wuthrich.  

 
 

Please continue to pray  
for these men and women  
serving in our armed forces:  
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Watching Our Figures 
 
 

OFFERING  4/25   $ 8,454.11 
Capital Campaign     $  1,655.00 
Faith Promise           $     120.00 
Memorials                 $     135.00        
  
ATTENDANCE  4/18             
   Sunday School 198  
    8:30 a.m. Worship   75    
  10:45 a.m. Worship    168 
   Heartland Plaza 23 
   Sterling House 22               
      
Total Worship Attendance      288  

SUNDAY, May 2 
     8:30 a.m. Worship (Chapel) 
 9:15 a.m. “Coffee” Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
 9:30 a.m. Bell Choir Concert (Fellowship Hall) 
 10:45 a.m. Worship (CLC) 
  Children’s Spring Program 
 11:30 a.m. Youth Council (Wreck Rm.) 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Group 
 7:00 p.m. Confirmation II (Parlor)  
MONDAY, May 3 
 1:00 p.m. Bridge Class (Fellowship Hall) 
 4:00 p.m. Home School Choral Recital  
  and Reception (Chapel and CLC) 
 5:30 p.m. UMW Executive Meeting (Library) 
 6:00 p.m. Church Council (Fellowship Hall) 
 7:00 p.m.  Traditions Narcotics Anonymous  
  (Disciples Class Room)  
TUESDAY, May 4 
 9:30 a.m. Talmidim Bible Study (Library) 
 12:00 p.m. “Brown Bag” Women’s Bible Study (Library)
 5:30 p.m. Children’s Council (Parlor) 
WEDNESDAY, May 5 
 9:30 a.m. Rebekah Circle (Library) 
  1:00  p.m.  Prayer Card Ministry (Disciples Classrm.) 
 3:00 p.m. Youth After School Fellowship (Wreck Rm.) 
    5:15 p.m. Faithbreak meal (FH) 
    6:00 p.m. Faithbreak Classes/Studies 
       In The Beginning (Nursery) 
       Children-Preparation for spring play 
       Youth-Junior and Senior High  
          Prayer Partners (Chapel) 
       Financial Peace University 
  6:00 p.m.  Chancel Bell Practice (Bell Room) 
  7:15 p.m.  Chancel Choir Practice  
  8:00 p.m.  Senior High Bible Study (Dan and  Sarah 
  Cody’s home-104 W. 17th) 
THURSDAY, May 6 
 5:30 p.m. In the Beginning Staff Meeting (Parlor) 
 7:00 p.m. Disciple I (Library) 
FRIDAY, May 7 
 10:00 a.m. GSPS End of School Program/Reception 
  (Fellowship Hall and Sanctuary) 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

SUNDAY, May 9    MOTHER’S DAY 
SATURDAY, May 15  
  UMW “Day Apart” Retreat (Cross Point) 
SUNDAY, May 16 
 10:45 a.m. Senior Recognition Sunday and banquet 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Hello/Goodbye party 
WEDNESDAY, May 19 
 6:00 p.m. All-Church Picnic 
SUNDAY, June 6 
 5:00 p.m. Burgers N Jazz Concert 
MONDAY, June7 —Friday, June 11 
  Ardmore District Youth Camp 
JUNE 14-18  High Seas VBS 

FaithBreak Serving Schedule:                           

        May 5:     Parlor 
                             May 12:   Homebuilders  
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