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Future Events

SUNDAY, April 25
6:00 p.m.
Evangelism Celebration
Dinner (CLC)

7:00 p.m.
Evangelism Celebration
Worship (CLC)

MONDAY-FRIDAY
April 26-30
FUMC to Deliver
Meals on Wheels
(See details on pg.5)

SUNDAY, May 2
9:30 a.m.
Bell Concert
Fellowship Hall

10:30 a.m.
Children’s Spring Play
(CLC)

SUNDAY, May 9
Mother's Day

WEDNESDAY, May 19
6:00 p.m.
Spring Picnic
Wintersmith Park

Didl Godl Mk Kiivend?

Children's Spring Musical Program

Do ya have da ahnvee (a hunger or longing) for a good ole Cajun adventure,
complete wit dat Hurricane Katrina, and what be happenin' after dat wit da survivors?

If so, please join us Sunday morning, May 2nd, at the 10:45 church service as the
Kingdom Kids present "Did God Make Katrina"? The story follows the lives of the
Thibodeaux family from New Orleans, as they endure the hurricane and attempt to
put their lives back together after the disaster.

The children will be using Cajun words and phrases throughout the play, so a "Cajun
Dictionary" will be included in the program. The play was written by Lisa Elliott and
the music was arranged by Mandy Morgan.

We hope you'll join us in this heartwarming adventure, and be reminded that nothing
can separate us from the love of God - not even a hurricane.

Now don you be coo yon (foolish or silly), and miss dis great program. Ya need ta be
at dat dere CLC at 10:45 on dat Sunday, May 2nd, and support your little
peeshwanks (little people/ kids).

LYaMelsm M

CELEBRATE
THE JOY OF BEING A
CHRISTIAN!

Sunday, April 25
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Dr. Speidel will be preaching at both morning servi
and at 7:00 p.m.

ces

Join us for the “All You Can Eat Chicken” Banquet a t6:00 p.m. in the CLC.
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WILL OUR CHILDREN
HAVE FAITH?

That was a question that Dr. Will
Willimon asked 25 years ago in an
article that 1 read. He was
concerned that the Christian Faith
is always “just one generation
away from extinction” and
wondered how effectively we are
passing on our faith to our
children.

The National Study of Youth and
Religion completed in 2005 gives us some indications
that are reassuring and some that are troubling. This
four-year long study was directed by Dr. Christian Smith
who is a sociologist at the University of North Carolina
as well as an active Christian. His team received
gquestionnaires from thousands of youth of all religious
backgrounds—Christians  (Evangelical, Mainline,
Catholic, etc.), Muslims, Jews and no affiliation.
Additionally, they conducted intensive interviews with
hundreds of youth. (For the full report, you may go to
their website at www.youthandreligion.org.)

The information about the Methodists was of particular
interest to me. The different answers for “active” (attend
weekly or attend 2-3 times per month) and for “all”’
Methodists—active and inactive—were suggestive.
Here are some of their responses to the questions. The
percentages listed are the percentages of those youth
who said that this was their belief.

1. God is personal and involved with people today.
(88% active, 69% all)

2. Adults at my church are easy to talk with about
my faith. (87%, 83%)

3. My faith is very important to me. (63%, 45%)

4. | pray alone a few times a week or more. (56%,
42%)

5. My family talks about religious things once per
week or more. (34%, 23%)

6. | prayed with my parents aloud or silently (other
than in worship or at mealtimes) at least once in
the last year. (44%, 34%)

The lower percentages among the less active
Methodists is predictable. But the answers to the
italicized questions (# 5 & 6) were of particular concern
to me. Only a third of the active youth talk weekly about
religious matters with their parents. And more than half
of the active youth didn’t spontaneously pray with their
parents even once in the last year. It seems to me that
most parents want to be good parents, and they do the
things that they believe will help their children.

They actively discuss the dance class and how to
throw a baseball.

They even discuss tough subjects such as drugs, sex
and relationships.

They may actively cheer on “their team” and go to
games and buy team “gear”.

They are busy “taxi drivers,” faithfully getting their
children to the next event.

They intentionally help (as they are able) with
schoolwork, etc.

But a majority of parents don’t pray with their youth or
discuss their faith with them to any significant degree.
| don't believe it's because they don't love their
children or want to discuss their faith with them. In
fact, | think they really want to, but perhaps they are
not sure what to say or they don't have the right
context or they don’t know how to bring it up. |
wonder what those percentages would be among the
members of this church. Maybe you are one of those
parents (or grandparents).

If so, here are some possible ways to begin the
conversation or to reply to a question:

With young children:

Upon seeing a beautiful sunset, say, “Wow, that’s
beautiful! Didn’'t God do a nice job on the sunset this
evening!”

With a painful fall, say, “Ooooh, that must hurt.
(hugging and comforting them) | love you so much. |
know God is hurting with you too.”

With older children or teens:

If there is an argument, say, “Let’s try not to hurt one
another with words. | think Jesus would want us to be
kind to each other.” (But don’t guilt them for saying
harsh words with, “God’s going to punish you.”)

If there is a relationship problem, say, “You know,
Jesus experienced rejection / betrayal / persecution /
disappointment / loneliness also. 'l bet he
understands.” Then recall scriptures in Jesus’ life
about these concerns.

When (not if) they have doubts, don’'t worry about
them or try to too-quickly reassure them. Instead say,
“You know, | have struggles and doubts too.
Everyone does. This just means that you're growing
in your faith. That's good!” Remember Thomas? He
doubted, but he later became a missionary to India.
It's OK to doubt.

These are just a few. If you have other questions that
come up (or don't come up and you wish they did),
give me a call. Let's talk.

Grace and Peace,
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YOUth Should Know...

This Sunday, April 25, is our Youth Council at
12:00 after worship. We'll be planning the whole
summer—camps, trips to Six Flags, Mission Trips,
etc. Be here to share your thoughts!

We'll meet at 5:00 to 5:45 pm in the Wreck Room with
George, and then we’ll all go to the Evangelism
Banquet. (Much better than a snack supper, don't
you think?) We won't have Confirmation Il this week.

Last Wednesday Melanie was home, taking care of
Zoe who had the chicken pox. George led us in a
discussion over the authority of parents and how to
relate to them as Christians, even when we disagree
with them. Next week we will conclude our discussion
of “Parents and Family” by looking at our relationship
with God'’s family, the church.

Sunday, May 16, is Senior Recognition Sunday
After worship we’ll have a dinner honoring all
graduating Seniors. Then, at 5-7 pm we’ll have a
HELLO — GOODBYE PARTY for new Confirmands
and the graduating Seniors.

Melanie Logan, our Youth Intern, must have your
District Youth Camp forms and payment must by
May 12.

LAST LUNCH BUNCH
IS APRIL 28

During the school year faithful volunteers show up
Wednesday mornings and prepare a snack lunch for
about 40 youth from Ada Junior High and Ada Senior
High schools. Then, around 11:00 two van drivers
show up to shuttle the students from, and back to,
Ada Junior High—first the 7" graders and then the
8" and 9™ graders. Because May is so busy for
students, our last Lunch Bunch for the year will be
this Wednesday. @ We want to thank all the
volunteers through the school year who have
faithfully been here to cook and serve the food, greet
and collect the money from the students and then
clean up afterward. We especially thank Carolyn
Danielson who has been the one who has organized
it since John David left, plus Elaine Bearden, Pat
Moore, Aggie Allen and Lynn Snow; and we thank
Deb Ross and Ron Finch who drove the vans. This
is one way that we reach out to any young person
and offer a simple, affordable meal in a Christian
atmosphere.

Children’s News

Sunday School : We are enjoying
our new Sunday School format.

5th & 6th Graders - Temple Tweens led by Cheryl
McCortney

PreKindergarten through 4th Grade - Book IlI
Rotational Sunday School

3 Year Olds - Theophilus Threes led by Cindy

Brady

0 to 2 Year Olds - In the Beginning

This Sunday, April 25th, we will begin our 6 week
session on "Jesus and the Children”. For the next
3 weeks, we will learn the lesson through cooking,
musical games and video/storytelling.

FaithBreak: We are working on our Spring Play,
"Did God Make Katrina?", which will be presented
during the 10:45 church service on May 2nd.

On Wednesday evenings, May 5th and May 12th,
we will explore the theme, "God Made Me
Special". God made each of us with individual
talents, likes and dislikes, and He's given us
dreams and aspirations. We will take a couple of
Wednesday evenings, and examine this concept,
in age appropriate ways. We may learn to write a
paragraph or a short essay on what we want to be
when we grow up or places in the world we would
like to visit. We'll play some games to explore
how we might get there, and what obstacles we
might have to overcome, and how God is with us
always to help us along the way. This will be
really fun and educational for all the children, so
make plans to be there!ll

On Wednesday, May 19th, we will have our All
Church Picnic at Wintersmith Park.

HIGH SEAS VBS IS JUNE 14 TO 18, 2010
Register now! Registration forms are available in
the hallway near the coke machine on the first
floor.

The van ministry will be in use during VBS, so if
you know of children who may need a ride, please
call Lisa (332-8589 or 272-8264) or Miss Gina.
They will assign a helper to see that they get here.

Lisa Elliott
Director of Children's Ministries
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MEALS ON
WHEELS

NEEDS HELP FOR Even though there are only 3 more weeks of school
left in the year, the teachers are busy preparing and
For April 26-30 planning to maximize the remaining time. This
week the Ones studied about cows. They have
This is the week our talked about farm animals all month. The Twos
church is committed to help with Meals on Wheels. experimented with colors. They mixed primary
Drivers will pick up 5 or 6 hot meals at the hospital colors, read color books and played color bingo.
and deliver them to folks in Ada who, without the The Threes studied their names! They have
meals, might have to be in a nursing home. This worked on writing and spelling their names and
helps them maintain a measure of independence played name bingo. The Fours have been working
and self-respect. If you would like to help on one of hard on their end of school program and preparing
the routes, call Don Kellogg at 332 7530 and he can for graduation while also studying about seeds

give you the details. growing.

FAITH PROMISES
FOR 2010-2011

To date 35 of us have made Faith Promises
totaling $31,434.00! This means that these funds
will be used to support missionaries in Kenya,
Laos and Alaska. We will send missionaries to
Nicaragua, Alaska and here in Oklahoma. We
will purchase mosquito nets for folks in Africa,
parts for motorcycles for the school in Laos and
VBS supplies for our team to Soldotna, Alaska.
We will support Redemption Church for ex-
offenders and New Day Camp for children of
offenders. We will support San Mateo Church in
Pauls Valley, United Campus Ministry in Ada and
The United Methodist Children’s Home in
Tahlequah. Because of these gifts, we will make
a huge Christian difference for thousands of
people around the world and at home.

If you have not had a chance to make a Faith
Promise, pick up a flier in the office foyer and
give it to one of the staff. They will be happy to
help you.

May 7 at 10:00 is our End of School Program for all
the classes. This will include the the Four Year Old
Graduation. Mark your calendars for this important
date!

Have a great week.
Ms. Kiah

Tyler
Cantrell
and Drew
Lillard play on
the playgrot
outside.

Gary Brooks who placed 4th in the State Humanities
portion of the Academic Oklahoma Tournament of
Champions that was held in EI Reno a week ago.
wow!

Church Wide

fo Akt ¥
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ALEX PURDY
To Perform TUBA
RECITAL

The International Tuba/
Euphonium  Association
individual young artist
competition selected
eleven tuba players from
around the world in preliminary competition. Alex
Purdy was one of the eleven players selected to
compete at this high level of competition.

Alex is the son of Pat Purdy and nephew of
Rozzie Purdy. He will compete at the semi-final
and final round at the ITEC at the University of
Arizona at Tucson May 23 through May 29. Alex
will perform a recital in the Chapel on Sunday,
April 25 at 3:30 p.m.

Rozzie Purdy will accompany him on the piano.

MARK THIS DATE NOW/!

SUNDAY, June 6

COFFEE

A while back, a friend of mine sent me this emalil
about coffee. “A group of alumni, highly
established in their careers, got together to visit
their old university professor. Conversation soon
turned to complaints about stress in work and
life. Offering his guests coffee, the professor
went to the kitchen and returned with a large pot
of coffee and an assortment of cups, of
porcelain, plastic, glass, and crystal—some plain
looking, some expensive, some exquisite—telling
them to help themselves to the coffee.

“When each of the students had a cup of coffee
in hand, the professor said, ‘If you noticed, all the
nice-looking, expensive cups were taken up first,
leaving behind the plain and cheap ones. While
it is but normal for you to want only the best for
yourselves, that is the source of your problems
and stress. Be assured that the cup, itself, adds
no quality to the coffee. In most cases, the
"nicer" cup is just more expensive; and the more
impressive cup may come to appear more
important than what it contains. What all of you
really wanted was coffee, not the cup, but you
consciously went for the best cups and then
began eyeing each other's cups.’

“Then the professor looked at each of them
intently.  ‘Now consider this: Life is the
coffee. Jobs, money, and position in society are
the cups. They are just tools to hold and contain
Life, and the type of cup we have does not
define, nor change the quality of the Life we
live. If we concentrate on the cup, we may fail to
enjoy the coffee God has provided us.™

Now, whether you drink coffee or not, you get the
point. So much of our striving and “sweating
bullets” of stress and worrying is about the cup,
the container, not the contents of the cup. --
George



SUNDAY, April 25

8:30 a.m. Worship (Chapel)

9:15 a.m. “Coffee” Fellowship  (Fellowship Hall)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)
11:30 a.m. Youth Council (Wreck Rm.)

2:00 p.m. Sterling House Worship

3:00 p.m. Heartland Plaza Worship

5:00 p.m. Youth Group

6:00 p.m. Evangelism Celebration Dinner  (CLC)
7:00 p.m. Evangelism Celebration Worship (CLC)

No Confirmation Il
MONDAY, April 26

1:00 p.m. Bridge Class (Fellowship Hall)
6:00 p.m. GSPS Board Meeting (Parlor)
7:00 p.m. Traditions Narcotics Anonymous

(Disciples Class Room)
TUESDAY, April 27

9:30 a.m. Talmidim Bible Study (Library)
12:00 p.m. “Brown Bag” Women'’s Bible Study (Library)
5:30 p.m. Fund Raising Committee  (Library)
5:30 p.m. Children’s Council  (Parlor)
WEDNESDAY, April 28
9:30 a.m. Rebekah Circle (Library)
11:00 a.m. Lunch Bunch
11:00 p.m. Golden Agers Lunch  (Fellowship Hall)

3:00 p.m. Youth After School Fellowship (Wreck
Room)

5:15 p.m. Faithbreak meal (FH)
6:00 p.m. Faithbreak Classes/Studies
In The Beginning (Nursery)
Children-Preparation for spring play
Youth-Junior and Senior High
Prayer Partners (Chapel)
Financial Peace University
6:00 p.m. Chancel Bell Practice (Bell Room)
7:15p.m. Chancel Choir Practice
8:00 p.m. Senior High Bible Study (Dan and Sarah

Cody’'s home-104 W. 17th)
THURSDAY, April 29
7:00 p.m. Disciple I (Library)

UPCOMING EVENTS

SUNDAY, May 2
9:30 a.m. Bell Choir Concert (Fellowship Hall)
10:45 a.m. Children’s Spring Program
SATURDAY, May 15
UMW “Day Apart” Retreat (Cross Point)
SUNDAY, May 16
10:45 a.m.. Senior Recognition Sunday
WEDNESDAY, May 19
6:00 p.m.
SUNDAY, June 6
5:00 p.m. Burgers N Jazz Concert
MONDAY, June7 —Friday, June 11
Ardmore District Youth Camp

All-Church Picnic

PRAYERS: Aggie Allen, Neal Barlow, Makayla Bray, Virginia
Cleghorn, Lorena Derryberry, Ann Dial, Lois Duncan, Michelle
Gibson, Jess Green, Marsha Hardcastle, Theophilus Inslee,
Darlene Jones, Jack and Jeannie Kemper, Wilma Lawson
(Jim Lawson’s mother), Laquita Roberts (Jason Parker's
Grandmother), Jackie Savage, Bernice Shiplett, Lindsay
Snow, Lauryn Watkins (James Watkins' daughter), Melissa
Wilkerson.

M.D. Anderson: Janice Herndon
Norman Regional: Elvin Jaquess

EXPECTANT MOTHERS: Pam Watkins Beard, Amy Cole, Gin-
ger Daniel, Jill Danielson, Jill McCortney Harris, Stephanie
Taylor Kinneberg, Teena Lowry, Kim Moon, Jennifer Morn-
hinweg, Charissa Reed, Emilee Wuthrich.

Please continue to pray
for these men and women
serving in our armed forces:
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FaithBreak Serving Schedule:

April 28: New Roots
May 5:  Parlor

Watching Our Figures

OFFERING 4/18

Capital Campaign  $ 10,348.81
Faith Promise $ 2,930.00
Children Ministry $ 200.00

$ 7,564.00

ATTENDANCE 4/18

Sunday School 79
Mission Training Classes 89
8:30 a.m. Worship 65
10:45 a.m. Worship 167

Total Worship Attendance 232




