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Future Events

SUNDAY, April 4
Easter Sunday

SUNDAY, April 11
10:45 a.m. Service
Confirmation

TUESDAY-THURSDAY
April 13-15
Senior Adult Retreat
Camp Egan
Tahlequah

WEDNESAY, April 14
11:00 a.m.
Matthew 25 Mission
St. Luke’s Episcopal
(Volunteers sack
Food items)

THURSDAY, April 15
6:00 a.m.
Matthew 25 Mission
St. Luke’s Episcopal
(Volunteers distribute
Food sacks)

FRI.-SAT.-SUN.
April 16-18
Faith Promise
Week-end
(See details on pg. 5)

Friday, April 2, 2010

CONFIRMATION

SUNDAY
April 11, 2010

10:45 am Worship in Sanctuary

Come support our confirmands as they
prepare to make their first public profes-
sion of faith and commitment to follow Je-
sus Christ. They are prepared to profess
Jesus as their Savior (and accept his
Grace) and Lord (and accept his Author-
ity). This is a very important time in their
lives. We want to be supportive of them,
their parents and their mentors.

It will also be a time that each of us can
reaffirm our own faith in Jesus Christ and
reaffirm our own vows to follow him.

11:45 am Reception after Worship
In the Fellowship Hall
Greet each of our confirmands and their
families and welcome them into full mem-
bership in our family of faith.

Easter Sunday
Worship Schedule

8:30 a.m. - Chapel
10:45 a.m. - Sanctuary

FAITH PROMISE

WEEKEND
is April 16—18!

An inter-generational
week-end of work and worship

FRIDAY: Supper at 6:00 p.m.

SATURDAY is “Golden Rule Day”
Breakfast at 7:30-8:30
Working 8:30 am —1:00 pm.
Lunch at 1:00 pm

SUNDAY is “Faith Promise Sunday.”

Morning Worship
8:30 and 10:45 a.m.

Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Noon “Super Spud” lunch
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THE KITTEN

Dr. Fred Cradock is well known
for his stories that touch the heart
and mind. | read this one recently
that | heard him share years ago,
and | share it with you:

A family is out for a drive on a
Sunday afternoon. It is a pleasant
afternoon, and they relax at a
leisurely pace down the highway.
Suddenly, the two children begin

to beat their father on the back:
“Daddy, Daddy, stop the car! There’s a kitten back
there on the side of the road!”

The father says, “So there’s a kitten on the side of the
road. We're having a drive.” “But Daddy, you must
stop and pick it up.” “l don’t have to stop and pick it
up.” “But Daddy, if you don't, it will (sob, sniffle, sob)
DIE!I” “Well then, it will have to die. We don’'t have
room for another animal. We already have a turtle,
two gerbils, a parakeet, and a pregnant dog. No more
animals!!” “But Daddy, are you going to just let it
die?” “Be quiet, children; we’re trying to have a
pleasant drive.” “We never thought that our Daddy
would be so mean and cruel as to let a poor,
defenseless kitten die.”

Finally the mother turns to her husband and says,
“Honey, you do know you’ll have to stop.” He turns
the car around, returns to the spot, and pulls off to the
side of the road. “You kids stay in the car. I'll see
about it.” He gets out to pick up the little kitten, which
is just skin and bones, sore-eyed, matted fur, and full
of fleas. When he reaches down to pick it up, with its
last bit of energy, the kitten bristles, baring tooth and
claw, and scratches him on the hand. HISSTT!
Gritting his teeth and restraining the urge to stomp on
it, using only a finger and thumb, he picks up the
kitten by the loose skin at the neck, brings it over to
the car, and says, “Don't touch it, kids. It's probably
got leprosy.”

Back home they go. When they get to the house the
children give the kitten several baths, about a gallon
of warm milk, and intercede: “Can we let it stay in the
house just tonight? Tomorrow we'll fix it a place in the
garage.” The father says, “Sure, take my bedroom;
the whole house is already a zoo.” They fix a
comfortable bed, fit for a pharaoh.

Several weeks pass. Then one day the father walks
in, feels something rub against his leg, looks down,
and there is the cat. He reaches down toward the cat,
carefully checking to see that no one is watching.
When the cat sees his hand, it does not bare its claws

and hiss; instead it arches its back to receive a
caress. Is that the same cat? It couldn’t be the same
cat. It's not the same as that frightened, hurt, hissing
kitten on the side of the road. Of course not! And you
know as well as | what makes the difference.

Not long ago, God reached out a hand to bless me
and my family. When God did, | looked at that hand;
it was all covered with scratches.

As | write this, it's almost Good Friday. Let us reflect
on Jesus’ hands — hands that touched the leper for
healing, hands that held the Scriptures to read, the
hand that wrote in the sand, the hands that held the
children in his lap and, most of all, the hands that
were pierced on the cross. This has two meanings for
me:

1) Jesus included you and me by grace. And
there was a price to be paid from our sins, our
“scratches on his hands” that he was willing to
pay. That's grace received.

2) Jesus asks us to include others who will put
“scratches on our hands”. That’s grace given.

Let's do both.

Purrrrrrr,

UPDATE on
Today’s Needs,
Tomorrow’s Dreams

Well, as of April 2 we have received 66 three-year
pledges totaling $224,020 toward our goal of
$350,000. In addition, we have received gifts of
$40,229 previously from members that are not
part of the pledge! The FUMC Foundation has
already donated or promised $30,000. That
makes a grand total of $294,249 pledged!

Two comments: (1) To those who have made
these commitments and gifts, THANK YOU for
your faithful stewardship and commitment to the
future of our church! You will make it easier on
the future generations to keep this beautiful facility
maintained. (2) To those who have not yet made
a commitment, please let us know your plans. We
still have another $55,751 that we need in order to
reach our goal. Just call Donna at the church and
she can give you all the details.

Oh, by the way, 22 of us have already paid
$19,865 toward our pledges. Yeal!
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The UCM Needs Help!!

Isn’t it great that the United Campus Ministries has
more ECU students active than they've had in a long
time! They're connecting solidly with several of the
youth who graduated from this church! They're
generating increasing excitement and enthusiasm
across campus! But, isn't it sad that, just when
they're doing more in ministry, they're receiving less
total financial support. Due to the economy, their
income has really tanked recently. Many individuals
and some churches have simply said, “Sorry, we
can't send you as much as before,” or, “We're so
sorry; we can’'t send anything this year.” In fact, last
month they almost couldn’t meet payroll. They're at a
bare-bones budget!!

What can we do? As a church we’ll be doing some
things, but here are several options for individuals:

- Send an outright gift to the United Campus
Ministries. If you mail it care of our church,
we'll get it to them.

We can help by making a Faith Promise on
April 18" because part of the FP funds are
given to the UCM.

We can each become a member of the 12-15
Club, promising to (a) donate $15/month for
12 months and (b) pray for the UCM at 12:15
pm every day.

Register for or sponsor the UCM Golf
Tournament on May 10™.

Pick one that you can sink your teeth into and make a
difference! Our UCM is doing a huge amount for the
Lord. Let's give them all the tools they need!!

Enroliment Day for 2010-2011 will be Friday, April 9
from 10-2. We have classes available for children
1-4 years of age.

This month we have some friends who are
celebrating their birthdays. Wyatt Winters will be
4 on the 1%, Kate Williams will turn 5 on the 8" and
Audrey Spradlin  will turn 4 on the 15". Holden
Lee will turn 4 and Kennedee Bickerstaff will turn
3 on the 19™ Rounding out April is Sean Ivan who
will be 4 on the 27™.

The preschool finished learning about the Easter
Story with our Resurrection Eggs. It is such a joy to
share stories about God and Jesus with these
children. Ask a preschooler about the eggs and
see what kind of stories you will hear! “One two
year old went home telling his parents that Jesus
died on the rock, confusing the cross with the stone
in front of the tomb.” We ended the week with
Easter egg hunts at the preschool and parties.

Congratulations to all of our GSPS students! They
read over 1000 books during the month of March.
WE love reading at the preschool! As a treat, each
student picked out a book from our Pre-Loved Book
Sale to take home. Each class will also be getting a
pizza party next week for all of their hard work.
Thanks to anyone who helped us with our goal.

We also want to congratulate the Fours Class for
reaching 100 days of school. They celebrated with
food, projects, and fun. Have a great Easter!

Bun, .
ngles nag
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YOUth Should Know...

We had a great Bible study on Wednesday night as
we looked at what happened to Simon Peter on
Jesus’ last night. We remembered that Peter loudly
said that Jesus could depend upon him, that he would
die for Jesus. Of course, Jesus said that Peter would
deny him three times that night before the rooster
crowed, and Peter did deny Jesus and disappointed
Jesus and himself. Then we reflected on what it was
like to be disappointed by someone or to disappoint
someone. We remembered that Jesus also forgave
Simon and told the women on Easter Sunday to “Go,
tell the disciples, especially Peter that he was raised
from the dead!” God loves us and wants to be with us
most when we have failed God the most. And that's
good news for all of us! Then Justin and band led us
in worship and praise! Awesome!!

Announcements:

Sign up for the Youth Rally on April 11 from 2
to 7 pm at CrossPoint Camp.

Remember to get your parental permission/
medical emergency forms in to Melanie. If you
lost a form, we have extras.

Remember to sign up for the fund-raiser on
May 23 after worship. We’'ll serve a fried
chicken dinner to the church and receive
donations. Participating youth may use part of
the proceeds for their camp costs.

Blessings,

George and Melanie

The UMW project for March and April is bath towels
for New Day Camp. They may be brought to the
church office or the Day Apart at Cross Point on May
15.

Children’s News

Sunday School : We are enjoying
our new Sunday School format.

5th & 6th Graders - Temple Tweens
led by Cheryl McCortney.

PreKindergarten through 4th Grade - Book I
Rotational Sunday School.
3 Year Olds - Theophilus Threes led by Cindy

Brady.
0 to 2 Year Olds - In the Beginning

In Book 11l we are Journeying to the Cross through art,
science and computer learning. We have some cute
little caterpillars in science, which will hopefully
become butterflies.

FaithBreak: Next Wednesday, April 7th, we will
distribute scripts for our Spring Play, which will be
presented during the 10:45 church service on May
2nd. Please make sure to attend Wednesday, April
7th, if you would like a speaking part.

Confirmation Sunday is April 11th. Please plan to
attend the confirmation ceremony at the 10:45 church
service to officially welcome our confirmands into the
church. A reception will follow the service in the
Fellowship Hall.

On Sunday, April 18th, we will have a parent meeting
immediately following the 10:45 church service. The
purpose of the meeting is to explain our Sunday
School structure (i.e. the Theory of Multi-Intelligences
as it relates to Rotational Sunday School), answer any
guestions you may have about our children's
ministries, and hear any ideas you may have.

HIGH SEAS VBS IS JUNE 14 TO 18, 2010!!!

Lisa Elliott
Director of Children's Ministries

April 17th from 10:00-2:30 p.m.

United Campus Ministry is planning an exciting
event called “Mix”. If you are a high school junior
or senior, this event is for YOU! You will get a
small taste of what it is like to hang out at college

ministry on ECU campus.

It will be a fun filled day with games, a cookout for
lunch, followed by a time of outdoor, contemporary
worship and a short talk by Kel Penny, our student
pastor.

JOIN US!
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Faith Promise
Week-End

April 16-17-18

Our Annual Faith Promise Week-end is quickly
approaching. Several homes in the Ada area will be
blessed by your Faith Promise pledges and your
willingness to share your time and talents. The
projects are inter-generational with projects or tasks
suitable for all ages.

The week-end begins at 6:00 p.m., Friday evening
with a Pot-Luck meal in the Fellowship Hall.

At 7:30 a.m. Saturday, we will meet
at the church for breakfast before
our “Golden Rule Day” begins.

After Sunday worship, we will share a
“Super Spud” lunch.

You may contact Amelda McCortney
or Bob Langston for additional
information.

Coffee Fellowship,
Beginning Easter
Sunday!!

Join your fellow church members
for come-and-go coffee, juice,
and doughnuts in the Fellowship
Hall from 9:15 to 9:45.

We Need Your Photo

Just in case you have forgotten,
Several church members will be
“shooting us” over the next 4
weeks for a “Church Pictorial
Directory”. If you missed getting your photo taken,
they’ll be on hand for several Sundays.

Photographers will be in the Fellowship Hall before
and after the 10:45 worship service. They may also
be in the Chapel after the 8:30 worship.

Whether you are a member or not, we want your
photo for the directory.

Your cooperation will help make the directory a
useful tool for all our members.

A women’s
“Brown Bag” Bible study

will begin Tuesday, April 20
at noon in the library. This is
a six week study.

“Anointed-Transformed-
Redeemed”, a study of
David.

If you plan to attend, please call Donna Manning
(436-5454). Study books will be ordered soon.

EVANGELISM

CELEBRATION BANQUET
April 25, 2010—6:00 p.m.

Royal Speidel was raised in
North Dakota, and committed
his life to Jesus Christ as a
youth.

He began his pastoral ministry

in the Evangelical United

Brethren Church in 1963 in

North Dakota, and then

moved to Lindenhurst, Illinois

in 1968 to serve Trinity United

Methodist Church. He was

appointed to the skyscraper Chicago Temple (First
United Methodist Church of Chicago) in 1974, and
then began serving Friendship UM Church in
Bolingbrook, 1. In 1987. He retired from
Friendship Church on October 31, 2001. Royal is
the father of Paul (wife Joann) at Boston, Sonja
(husband David) at Indianapolis and grandfather of
five. Royal is married to Evelyn Speidel.

On January 1, 2004 he accepted the position of
Distinguished Evangelist in Residence with the
General Board of Discipleship in Nashville, retiring
from the position in December, 2009. His work has
taken him to twenty annual conferences with
multiple workshops in many of them. He is the
author of Evangelism in the Small Membership
Church and 100 Days of Hope.

Royal will be conducting a workshop on Saturday,
April 2nd from 9 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and also preach
at both services on the 25th and that evening at our
banquet. Plan now to attend.




SUNDAY, April 4 EASTER SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. Worship (Chapel)
9:15 a.m. “Coffee” Fellowship  (Fellowship Hall)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School

10:45 a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)

MONDAY, April 5
1:00 p.m. Bridge Class
5:30 p.m. UMW Executive Meeting (Library)
6:00 p.m. Nurture Council (Parlor)
7:00 p.m. Traditions Narcotics Anonymous
(Disciples Class Room)

TUESDAY, April 6
9:30 a.m. Talmidim Bible Study (Library)

WEDNESDAY, April 7
9:30 a.m. Rebekah Circle (Library)
11:00 a.m. Lunch Bunch
1:00 p.m. Prayer Card Ministry (Disciples Class)

3.00 p.m. Youth After School Fellowship
(Wreck Room)
3:45 p.m. Confirmation Class

5:15 p.m. Faithbreak meal (FH)

6:00 p.m. Faithbreak Classes/Studies
In The Beginning (Nursery)
Children-"Joseph in Egypt”
Youth-Junior and Senior High
Prayer Partners (Chapel)
Financial Peace University

6:00 p.m. Chancel Bell Practice (Bell Room)

7:15p.m. Chancel Choir Practice

8:00 p.m. Senior High Bible Study (Dan and

Sarah Cody’s home-104 W. 17th)

THURSDAY, April 8
7:00 p.m. Disciple | (Library)
7:00 p.m. Evangelism Committee (Fellowship
Class)

SUNDAY, April 11
2:00 p.m. District Youth Rally

WEDNESDAY, April 14
11:00 a.m. Matthew 25 Mission (St. Luke’s)

THURSDAY, April 15
6:00 a.m. Matthew 25 Mission (St. Luke’s)

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY
April 16, 17, 18
FAITH PROMISE WEEK-END

PRAYERS: Aggie Allen, Annelle Ashcraft, Ben

Arneachek, Neal Barlow, Sid Bearden, Michaela Bray,
Virginia Cleghorn, Ann Dial, Lois Duncan, Jess Green,
Mannie Mae Gregory, Haddox family in Shawnee, Theo-
philus Inslee, Wilma Lawson (Jim Lawson’s mother), Joan
Martin, Brettley Rhoades (Lacy Tritten’s brother), Bernice
Shiplett, Mae Jo Wagner, Lauryn Watkins (James Watkins’
daughter), Melissa Wilkerson.

M.D. Anderson: Janice Herndon
Valley View Hospital: Lindsay Snow

EXPECTANT MOTHERS: Pam Watkins Beard, Amy Cole, Jill

Danielson, Jill McCortney Harris, Stephanie Taylor Kinne-
berg, Teena Lowry, Kim Moon, Jennifer Mornhinweg,
Charissa Reed, Emilee Wuthrich.

Please continue to pray
for these men and women
serving in our armed forces:

"

%

FaithBreak serving Schedule:

April  7: Disciples
April 14: Serendipity

Watching Our Figures
OFFERING 3/28 $ 9,256.66
Capital Campaign  $290.00
Bldg. Maintenance $ 300.00

ATTENDANCE 3/28

Sunday School 249
8:30 a.m. Worship 72
10:45 a.m. Worship 242
Sterling House 15
Heartland Plaza 21

Total Worship Attendance 350










