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Future Events

SUNDAY, April 18
Faith Promise Sunday

12:00 Baked Potato
Lunch (Fellowship Hall)

WEDNESDAY, April 21
11:00 a.m.
Matthew 25 Mission
St. Luke’s Episcopal
Sack food items

THURSDAY, April 22
6:00 a.m.
Matthew 25 Mission
St. Luke’s Episcopal
Distribute food sacks

SUNDAY, April 25
6:00 p.m.
Evangelism Celebration
Dinner (Fellowship Hall)

7:00 p.m.
Evangelism Celebration
Worship (Sanctuary)

SUNDAY, May 9
Mother’s Day

FAITH PROMISE
GUEST SPEAKERS

Sunday morning during the Sunday
School time, we will have four guest
speakers in four of our Sunday School
Classes. You are invited to “visit” any
class that you feel called to the most.

Fellowship Class:

Mr. Bob Brooke from Circle of Care
on Child Share Ministries helping
Foster Parents

Fellowship Hall:

Rev. Stan Basler on how people
who are newly released from
prison get a fresh start at Exodus
House and how we can make a
difference.

Homebuilders Class:

Rev. Jeremy Bassett, the Director
of Oklahoma Volunteers in Mission
(VIM), will share how we are
making a Christian difference in
some very “different” places.

Disciples Class:

Mr. Ken Long, the Director at Cross
Point Camp, will tell us how
camping can profoundly change
young lives for Christ.

CELEBRATE
THE JOY OF
BEING A
CHRISTIAN!

Sunday, April 25

The sermon for
both morning
services is

Dr. Royal Speidel

“Prayer: Trampoline for
Evangelism”
Luke 11:1-13

Join us for the “All You Can Eat
Chicken” Banquet at 6:00 p.m. in
the Fellowship Hall.

Dr. Speidel’s sermon
at 7:00 p.m. is titled

“Letting Jesus Excite Your Life”.

There will be activities for the children.

CHILDREN'S SPRING PLAY
Coming Sunday, May 2 at 10:30 Worship Service
More details will follow soon!
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“Lab” for
Discipleship 101

When | was in college, | took
Zoology, the study of animal life.
This 4-credit hour course had three
hours of classroom time each week
plus two hours of laboratory (lab)
time. In the “lab” we did what we
read about the rest of the time. If
we studied vertebrate anatomy, we
dissected a frog in lab (Yes, we

actually touched it!) and identified
each of the body parts that we saw in the drawings in
the book. That was true of almost all science courses.
Classroom study was the theory ; the lab time was the
real, “hands-on” practice of the theory. (Most often the
real thing was more interesting but wasn't nearly as neat
and easy to see as the multi-colored drawing!) It would
be unthinkable to have a course in zoology, merely
reading about animals, without actually touching and
experiencing the real thing in the lab.

That's what mission trips are to me. They are the lab
portion of the life-long “course” we all take called
“Christian Discipleship 101”. In the classroom (Sunday
school, worship, etc.), we hear from missionaries when
they come back and report; we sing songs about
missions; we read about the great missionaries; we
study the Acts of the Apostles and Paul's “Missionary
Journeys”; we study about Jesus’ “Great Commission”.
But, sadly, many people never get to experience the
real thing. In academic terms, we would say they took
“Discipleship 101" and skipped the lab sessions. (If you
do that in college, you flunk the course.) No wonder
some folks don't “get it". We shouldn’'t be surprised
when the Christian faith becomes boring to them at
some point and they wonder, “What's the reason for all
this Bible study?” and they start to fade in their church
participation. They missed out on the lab, the hands-on
training in doing the Christian life, and it never became
“real” for them.

That's my answer to anyone who says, “Why waste all
that money to fly to a foreign country and do medical
missions or building houses or ‘whatever? We could
just use the same money and send it to them directly
and get a lot more ‘bang for the buck’.” Why spend that
money? Because WE need to go and actually put into
practice our discipleship. WE need to go do something
totally selfless, often beyond our comfort zone, in order
to grow. WE need to practice self-sacrifice, discomfort,
inconvenience, and frustration, if only for a week.

WE need to actually experience the humble joy of giving
ourselves for others, of sharing with them the love of
Jesus and of being the “Body of Christ” to them.

And when we give of ourselves this way, a miracle
happens: we RECEIVE far more than we give! Our
brief discomfort is nothing when we see others’ lifetime
struggles; our self-sacrifice is so small when we see
others sacrificing for us; our feelings of frustration fade
when we see the persistence and courage that others
routinely live out. In short, we are deeply humbled and
moved by others’ faith and we become deeply thankful.
We experience the Christian Faith in its most alive form
and we are profoundly blessed. Of course, these
blessings we receive are not why we do it, but they are a
wonderful “by-product’!!!

Last summer in Waslala, Nicaragua, we received some
other incredible gifts: seeing the joy in the eyes of an
old woman putting on her new set of reading glasses
and threading a needle for the first time in years; giving
worm medicine to a crying (She can't stand the taste.)
little girl with a distended belly full of parasites, knowing
she will now become well; giving vitamins to all the
children, knowing this will give them just a little bit of a
better chance at life; giving antibiotics to hundreds who
will become well; giving tooth brushes and toothpaste to
hundreds, helping them to stay healthier. More than
that, we got to hear a woman from one of the outlying
towns say to us, “Thank you for not forgetting us.” And
the hugs—ah, the hugs! We hugged folks hundreds of
times and gave and received God'’s love in the way that
transcended any language barrier.

So, where’s your “Waslala”? Not everyone will go to a
remote village for medical work, but everyone must
take the lab for Discipleship 101, or you flunk the
course! Everyone must be “in mission” in some
significant way if they expect to grow as a fully
committed Disciple of Jesus Christ. For some of you, it
will include being a Christian parent, teaching a cranky
2-year old God’'s forgiveness or reminding a strong-
willed teenager that “Jesus wouldn't talk that way.”
Others will regularly go to a neighbor's home to take
care of a bedfast person while the spouse has a break;
others will serve hot meals to homes or bag food for
Matthew 25 Mission; our UMW makes kits for Foster
Parents; we served a Christmas dinner; our youth have
mission trips every summer; there are dozens, hundreds
of “Waslala’'s” needing our attention and offering to us
the gift of the lab experience of giving ourselves away
and growing as Disciples of Jesus Christ.

And may | offer one more thought: Give more than one
hour a month !!' Make a true sacrifice of yourself if you
truly want to grow! | urge you, for your own sake, to
make sure you are taking the lab portion of the “course”
of Christian Discipleship. It will make the rest of the
course come alive for you. Guaranteed.

Grace and Peace,
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YOUth Should Know...

Thanks to Justin Logan and the band for great music at
Faith Break on Wednesdays and for Melanie for doing the
Power Point and projector so that we can read the words!

We had a vanload go to the Ardmore District Youth Rally at
Cross Point Camp, last Sunday, including three of our
Confirmation class. They all said that it was great. Aubrey
Halford was elected to be the Ardmore District youth
representative to Annual Conference in 2011. That means
she will be voting for the laity who will be attending General
Conference in 2012. She’ll be a “history maker™!!

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Sunday, April 18 UMYF 5-7 pm - George will share with us
some of the missions that he has been on and how he
has been privileged to be an instrument for God in
places like Alaska, Mexico, Bolivia and Nicaragua, and
how WE can be in mission.

Sunday, April 18 Confirmation llat 7:00 pm. More on “How
we Methodists are Different,” led by George.

Wednesday, April 21- Faith Break 6-7 pm. Melanie and
George will be leading a series on “Living with our
parents.” How sometimes they disappoint us and how
sometimes we disappoint them and what to do with
those feelings.

Sunday, April 25 — YOUTH COUNCIL at 12:00 noon after
worship. We'll be planning the summer—camps, trips to
6-Flags, mission trips, etc. Be here to share your
thoughts and to hear from each other!

Sunday, April 25 — UMYF, 5-6 pm. Why and how we reach
out to others in the name of Jesus Christ. At 6:00 we’'ll
go to the Evangelism Banquet, and it'll be great food!

Sunday, May 16 — SENIOR RECOGNITION in 10:45 am
worship followed by Dinner in CLC.
5-7 pm HELLO - GOODBYE PARTY for
Confirmands and graduating Seniors.

our new

There are several events coming up that members
need to be aware of:

May 10: Unit meeting in the Fellowship Hall at 6:00
p.m. We will have a salad supper and our Call to
Prayer and Self Denial presentation.

At that time, there will be a book sale of all the
outdated books from the UMW library. All books will
be 50¢ and consist of a variety of subjects. The
proceeds from the sale will go to mission projects.

May 15: Is the Day Apart at Cross Point. Please let
your Circle president know if you plan to attend. This
is also the last day you may bring bath towels for the
children who will need them for New Day Camp.

Children’'s News

Sunday School Format:

5th & 6th Graders - Temple Tweens

led by Cheryl McCortney
PreKindergarten through 4th Grade -
Rotational Sunday School
3 Year Olds - Theophilus Threes led by Cindy Brady
0 to 2 Year Olds - In the Beginning
Bible Olympics this Sunday, April 18th, in the CLC
during Sunday School Time: We have completed
our "Journey to the Cross" unit, so this Sunday, during
Sunday School time, our Pre-K to 4th Grade Children
will enjoy "Bible Olympics". We will play "Bible"
Games in the CLC. We will have a mixture of high
energy games and low energy games, so feel free to
have your children dress casually if they would like. If
they do come dressed formally, and you would like to
send them a pair of tennis shoes to change into for
play, that would be fine also.
FaithBreak: We are working on our Spring Play,
which will be presented during the 10:45 church
service on May 2nd.
Faith Promise Weekend is this weekend, Friday,
April 16th through Sunday, April 18th.
The Saturday work day activities have been
cancelled because of the heavy rain forecast.
However, the Friday evening pot luck supper will take
place. Faith Promise weekend is also the time we
bring our summer kits (beach bags, sunscreen, water
toys, etc) for the Lambs. We will have our annual
"Hunger Banquet" during 10:45 C.0.O.L. Praise on
Sunday, April 18th.
This Sunday, April 18th, we will have a parent
meeting immediately following the 10:45 church
service . The purpose of the meeting is to explain our
Sunday School structure (i.e. the Theory of Multi-
Intelligences as it relates to Rotational Sunday
School), answer any questions you may have about
our children's ministries, and hear any ideas you may
have for our children's ministries.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW! HIGH SEAS VBS
IS JUNE 14 TO 18, 2010!!!

Lisa Elliott
Director of Children's Ministries

Book I

A THOUGHT FOR THE DAY. ..

The happiest people don't necessarily
have the best of everything;
they just make the best
of everything they have.
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to our 2010 Confirmands! Pictured front row from
left to right: Alissa White, Sarah Morgan, AnnaBelle
Elliott, Virginia Lou Payne (confirmation assistant).
Back row: Zachery Rice, Hunter Frazier, James
Earle, Devan Estep, Rev. George Warren.
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Amé Hightower, granddaughter of our
former church secretary, Carol

Hightower, sang the National Anthem
to open the recent Special Olympics
competition in Pauls Valley, and—-

Get this-!'—Amé has been asked to
sing the anthem at the state meet in

Stillwater next month. What an honor!

Congratulations to Amé and her
family.

EVANGELISM

CELEBRATION BANQUET
April 25, 2010—6:00 p.m.

TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE

Complimentary tickets for the
banquet are available
through the Sunday School
classes, in the Chapel and
Sanctuary narthex, the
church office, and through
Barbara King.

Take one for yourself and
one or more for your friends.

Goal: 200 persons

It is hard to believe that we are talking about this...but the
End of the Year Program and Four Year Old Graduation
will be held on May 7" at 10am in the sanctuary here at
FUMC. The students have been working hard all year
and we want to celebrate with them a job well done. After
the program, the PTO will be hosting a reception in the
fellowship hall. Please mark your calendars for this
special day.

In chapel for the rest of the school year, we are talking
about what happens after Easter. In Mark 15:16 Jesus
tells us to “Go into all the world and preach the good
news to all creation.” We are memorizing this verse and
discussing how each one of us can tell others about
Jesus.

Have a great week-
Ms. Kiah

Hunter, Brady, and
Quinn take a
moment to rest while
playing outside in the
beautiful sunshine!



SUNDAY, April 18 FAITH PROMISE SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. Worship (Chapel)
9:15 a.m. “Coffee” Fellowship  (Fellowship Hall)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)
11:45 a.m. Baked Potato Lunch (Fellowship Hall)

12:00 p.m. Children/Parent Meeting  (Europe)
5:00 p.m. Youth Group
7:00 p.m. Confirmation Il (Parlor)

MONDAY, April 19
1:00 p.m. Bridge Class (Fellowship Hall)
5:30 p.m. Finance (Library)
7:00 p.m. Traditions Narcotics Anonymous
(Disciples Class Room)

TUESDAY, April 20
9:30 a.m. Talmidim Bible Study (Library)
12:00 p.m. “Brown Bag” Women'’s Bible Study
(Library)

WEDNESDAY, April 21
9:30 a.m. Rebekah Circle (Library)
11:00 a.m. Lunch Bunch
11:00 a.m. Matthew 25 Mission (St. Luke’s)

1:00 p.m. Prayer Card Ministry (Disciples Class)
3:00 p.m. Youth After School Fellowship (Wreck
Room)

5:15 p.m. Faithbreak meal (FH)

6:00 p.m. Faithbreak Classes/Studies
In The Beginning (Nursery)
Children-Preparation for spring play
Youth-Junior and Senior High
Prayer Partners (Chapel)
Financial Peace University

6:00 p.m. Chancel Bell Practice (Bell Room)
7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Practice
8:00 p.m. Senior High Bible Study (Dan and Sarah

Cody’s home-104 W. 17th)

THURSDAY, April 22
7:00 p.m. Disciple | (Library)

UPCOMING EVENTS

SUNDAY, April 25 EVANGELISM SUNDAY
2:00 p.m. Sterling House Worship
3:.00 p.m. Heartland Plaza Worship
3:30 p.m. Alex Purdy Recital (Chapel)
6:00 p.m.Evangelism Dinner (Fellowship Hall)
7:00 p.m.Evangelism Celebration Worship (Sanctuary)

SUNDAY, May 2
10:30 a.m. Children’s Spring Play (Sanctuary)

SUNDAY, May 16
9:30 a.m. Bell Choir Concert
10:45a.m. Senior Sunday
Noon Senior Student Banquet

WEDNESDAY, May 19
6:00 p.m. All-Church Picnic (Wintersmith Park)

PRAYERS: Aggie Allen, Neal Barlow, Makayla Bray, Vir-
ginia Cleghorn, Lorena Derryberry, Ann Dial, Lois Duncan,
Jess Green, Marsha Hardcastle, Theophilus Inslee, Elvin
Jaquess, Jack and Jeannie Kemper, Wilma Lawson (Jim
Lawson’s mother), Shawna Ronald Montegue, Laquita
Roberts (Jason Parker's Grandmother), Jackie Savage,
Bernice Shiplett, Lindsay Snow, Lauryn Watkins (James
Watkins’ daughter), Melissa Wilkerson.

M.D. Anderson: Janice Herndon
VVRH: Paula Roberts

EXPECTANT MOTHERS: Pam Watkins Beard, Amy Cole, Jill
Danielson, Jill McCortney Harris, Stephanie Taylor Kinne-
berg, Teena Lowry, Kim Moon, Jennifer Mornhinweg,
Charissa Reed, Emilee Wuthrich.

Please continue to pray
for these men and women
serving in our armed forces:

FaithBreak Serving Schedule:

April 21: Seekers
April 28: New Roots

Come by our 9:15 a.m.
“Coffee” Fellowship.
We also have juice and
donuts.

Watching Our Figures

OFFERING 4/11 $9,075.50

Capital Campaign $ 2,265.00

Faith Promise $ 665.00
ATTENDANCE 4/11

Sunday School

8:30 a.m. Worship 66
10:45 a.m. Worship 179

Total Worship Attendance 245




