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SUNDAY, Mar. 28 

Palm Sunday 
Movie Night in CLC 

Featuring 
“The Passion of the Christ” 

 
March 29-April 2 

Holy Week Services 
12:05-12:55 p.m. 

Rollow Chapel 
Light lunch served 

daily in Fellowship Hall 
 

THURSDAY, April 1 
Maundy Thursday 

6:00 p.m. 
Seder Meal 

Fellowship Hall 
 

FRIDAY, April 2 
Good Friday 
Prayer Vigil 

1:00-4:00 p.m. 
Rollow Chapel 

 
Good Friday Worship 

7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary 

 
SUNDAY, April 4 
Easter Sunday 

 
SUNDAY, April 11 

6:00 p.m. 
Church Family 

Pot Luck Dinner 
Fellowship Hall 

 

    George’s sermon for Sunday, April 4 
 

Resurrection Sunday:  “From Despair to Hope and Joy !” 
 
 

         John 19:41-42; 20:1, 11-18 

 

NOON SERVICES 
 

Noon to 1:00 pm, March 29 - April 2 
At First United Methodist Church 

Sponsored by 
Ada-Area Christian Ministerial Alliance  

 

This year the annual Holy Week worship services will be hosted by First 
United Methodist Church in the Chapel. 
 

The preachers representing the Ministerial Alliance are: 
 

     Mon. Rev. Mickey Keith Life Community Church 
     Tues. Rev. Don Griffin Asbury United Methodist Church 
     Wed. Rev. Tony Peak Lovelady Baptist Church 
     Thurs. Rev. Tony Folger Roff Baptist Church 
     Fri.            Rev. Jimmy Keith First Assembly of God 
 

After the half-hour worship time, there will be a lunch served by our UMW 
In the Fellowship Hall.  The public is invited. 

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP 
Friday, April 2,  7:00 p.m.  

 

We will reflect deeply on Jesus’ sacrificial gift to us and hear the scriptures 
read.  We will sing and hear songs that will inspire and move us. 
 

1:00-4:00 p.m. 
Come and Go Prayer Vigil  (Rollow Chapel) 



THE CROSS AND 
THE CRUCIFIXION 

 
A physician provides a physical 
description of what happens 
when a person is crucified: 
 

“The cross is placed on the 
ground, and the exhausted man 
is quickly thrown backwards 
with his shoulders against the 
rough wood.  The legionnaire 
feels for the depression at the 

front of the wrist.  He drives a heavy, square, 
wrought iron nail through the wrist deep into the 
wood.  Quickly, he moves to the other side and 
repeats the action, being careful not to pull the arms 
too tightly but to allow some flex and movement. 
 

“The cross is then lifted into place.  The left foot is 
pressed backward against the right foot; and with 
both feet extended, toes down, a nail is driven 
through the arch of each, leaving the knees flexed. 
 

“The victim is now crucified.  As he slowly sags 
down with more weight on the nails in the wrists, 
excruciating fiery pain shoots along the fingers and 
up the arms to explode in the brain – the nails in the 
wrists are putting pressure on the median nerves.  
As he pushes himself upward to avoid this 
stretching torment, he places the full weight on the 
nail through his feet. 
 

“Again he feels the searing agony of the nail tearing 
through the nerves between the bones of his feet.  
As the arms fatigue, cramps sweep through his 
muscles, knotting them into deep relentless, 
throbbing pain. 
 

“With these cramps comes the inability to push 
himself upward to breathe.  Air can be drawn into 
the lungs but not exhaled.  He fights to raise himself 
in order to get even one small breath.  Finally, 
carbon dioxide builds up in the lungs and in the 
bloodstream, and the cramps partially subside.  
Spasmodically, he is able to push himself upward to 
exhale and bring in the life-giving oxygen.  Hours of 
limitless pain, cycles of twisting, joint wrenching 
cramps, intermittent partial asphyxiation, searing 
pain as tissue is torn from his lacerated back as he 
scrapes up and down against the rough timber of 
the cross. 
 

“Then another agony begins:  a deep, crushing pain 
deep in the chest as the pericardium slowly fills with 
serum and begins to compress the heart.  It is now 
almost over.  The loss of tissue fluids has reached   
a critical level – the compressed heart is struggling 
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April 2 
 

1:00-4:00 p. m. 

Rollow Chapel 

to pump heavy, thick, sluggish blood into the 
tissues, and the tortured lungs are making frantic 
effort to gasp in small gulps of air.  He can feel the 
chill of death creeping through his tissues.  Finally, 
he can allow his body to die …” 
 

The Bible records all this with the simple words, 
“and they crucified him.”   
 

We have a word in the English language referring 
to very intense, sharp pain—“excruc iating”.  If we 
divide the word into its parts (“ex” = from and “crux” 
= cross), we begin to understand the word.   If we 
say pain is “excruciating”, we mean that it’s so 
painful as to be “from the cross”.  That’s what Jesus 
experienced willingly for us. 
 

On this Holy Week, we are reenacting the events of 
Jesus’ last week.  We do this to remember what he 
did as a human being, and we reflect on what he 
does as our Lord and Savior. 
 

May your week be Holy as you remember that your 
primary identity is this:  “I am the one that Jesus 
loved – that  much.” 
 

Grace and Peace—and Thankful Joy,  
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Coffee Fellowship, 
Beginning Easter 

Sunday!! 
 
Join your fellow church 
members for come-and-go 
coffee, juice, and doughnuts in the Fellowship Hall 
from 9:15 to 9:45. 

 

We will meet every Sunday beginning April 4! 



HOLY WEEK 
 

AT FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
129 W. 14th Street, Ada 

 
What a powerful week in the life of Christians!  Don’t miss any of these opportunities for a great 
spiritual blessing. 
 
PALM SUNDAY 
WORSHIP at 8:30 am and 10:45 am 
Our children will lead the traditional “Palm Parade” during the opening hymn in both services, 
and in the 10:45 worship service will sing with the Chancel Choir.  Also, our Celebration Ringers 
will play. 
 
EASTER EGG HUNT FOR CHILDREN 
4:00 pm at McKnights’ home, 1420 Pine St. 
 
THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS 6:00 pm Sunday evening 
The supreme act of God’s divine Love for the world is seen in the Crucifixion of Jesus.  We will 
show four videos for the different age groups: 
The Passion of the Christ  by Mel Gibson – In the Fellowship Hall, for adults and older youth.  
If Junior High wish to attend, they must be with their parents. 
 

Jesus of Nazareth  by Franco Ziffrelli – In the Wreck Room.  For Junior High and 5-6 graders.  
This is part of the 6-hour miniseries aired on television several years ago. 
 

Selected Easter Videos.   Lisa Elliott has selected appropriate videos for elementary-aged 
children.  Meeting in “Australia” on the third floor of the Book III area. 
 

Veggie Tales.   Our preschoolers will enjoy life lessons through these winsome, wise stories. 
 
 
 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SERVICES  
Monday through Friday 
We will host the Ministerial Alliance Holy Week Worship this year.  The brief service begins 
each day at 12:05 pm.  At 12:30 our UMW will serve a light lunch.  The public is invited. 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY – PASSOVER SEDER 
Thursday 6:00 pm 
This will be a light supper.  We will also have a meal for younger children.  The adults, youth 
and older children will celebrate the traditional Jewish Passover Seder that Jesus celebrated 
with his Disciples at the Last Supper.  This will include a meaningful service of Holy 
Communion. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP 
Friday 7:00 pm  
We will reflect deeply on Jesus’ sacrificial gift to us and hear the scriptures read.  We will sing 
and hear songs that will inspire and move us. 
 

EASTER SUNDAY – God’s Victory over Death! 
8:30 and 10:45 am 
What an inspiring, powerful worship service is prepared for us!  Come and hear again the good 
news of Resurrection Life that is offered each of us by our Loving God! 
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It’s time to think about ordering or 
purchasing a lily to place on our altar 
for Easter Sunday.  We will 
recognize our loved ones in the 
Easter Sunday bulletin (April 4). 

 

Memorial/Honoraria forms are available outside the 
church office and in the Sunday bulletins 
 

All plants need to be delivered/brought to the 
church office by Friday, April 2 
 

If at all possible, have your lily wrapped in green foil 
or paper.  We appreciate your help in this beautiful 
endeavor. 
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The Ruth Rachel Circle meets April 12 in the church 
parlor at 10:00 a.m.  Verna Rice and Lou Payne are 
the hostesses and Dorothy Escamilla has the 
program. 
 

The Mary Martha Circle meets April 12 at 6:30 p.m., 
with Jeanene Stevenson and Charlotte Oxford as the 
hostesses.  June Murphy will present the program. 
 

We invite any woman who is interested to join us as 
we continue with the study of The Beauty and 
Courage of Sudan.  After meeting a Lost Girl of 
Sudan on March 8, it will certainly make our study 
more interesting and personal. 
 

The Rebekah Circle meets every Wednesday at 9:30 
a.m. in the library.  Nancy Cody is the chairperson. 
 

The UMW project for March and April is bath towels 
for New Day Camp.  They may be brought to the 
church office or the Day Apart at Cross Point on May 
15. 
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Sunday School :  We are enjoying our 
new Sunday School format which 

started last Sunday. 
 

5th & 6th Graders - Temple Tweens led by Cheryl    
 McCortney 
PreKindergarten through 4th Grade - Book III 
 Rotational Sunday School 
3 Year Olds - Theophilus Threes led by Cindy 
 Brady 
0 to 2 Year Olds - In the Beginning 
 

We are excited about our new tween and three year 
old classes.  If you haven't been coming to Sunday 
School for awhile, here's a chance for you to come 
back and get reconnected. 
 

FaithBreak:    We are enjoying our  5 week session 
on "Joseph in Egypt".  We are travelling back to 
ancient Egypt, and learning about Joseph through 
story, music and crafts! 
 

HIGH SEAS VBS IS JUNE 14 TO 18, 2010!!! 
 

Lisa Elliott 
Director of Children's Ministries 

 
         Children’s News  

Welcome Back!! 
 

I hope everyone had a great Spring Break.  We are 
getting back to business as usual at school this week. 
 

GSPS PRE-LOVED Children’s  Book Sale   March 31 
and April 1 .  All proceeds will help to update the 
GSPS library.  There are boxes all around the church 
if anyone would like to donate children’s books to this 
sale. 
 

ENROLLMENT for the 2010-2011 school year is 
Friday, April 9 from 10:00-2:00.  If you need more 
information, please call the preschool 436-5225. 

 

Our Easter parties are coming up quickly, March 31 & 
April 1.  Watch for information from are ready for 
spring.  April should be a great month of celebrating 
and learning. 
 

Don’t forget to keep reading books.  March is not over 
yet and we are still trying to read 1000 books! 
 

Ms. Kiah 
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Jaxon Bryant 

holds up a “worm” 

from his science 

experiment in the 

Fours Class. 
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Thank you for opening your doors to Pontotoc County 
4-H.  We appreciate you letting us use the church for 
our monthly meetings and the speech contest here. 
 

Sincerely, Kim Teachey, Volunteer 4-H Leader 
Taryn and Tanner Wofford, Olivia Hamilton, Taylor 
Smith, Emily Taylor, Cameron, Daniel Wade, Kali 
Dennis, Cody Mills, Katelyn Wade, Macy D., Hunter 
Vasquez, Holly Wade. 
 
May God richly bless you and keep you in his tender 
loving care.  My mom loves to get the cards of 
encouragement every week.  She loves her church 
family  and each one of you mean a lot to her. 
 

Thank you for coming to my mom’s 70th birthday 
party and your many thoughtful ways over the years. 
 

Debra Baker and family 

SENIOR ADULT RETREAT 
 

          April 13-15              Camp Egan 
 

       Tahlequah 
 

 
Details and registration forms  
are available in  the  church 

office. 

EVANGELISM 
CELEBRATION BANQUET 

April 25, 2010 
 

· Special Guest Speaker 
Dr. Royce Speivel 
· Special Music 
· Mini Concert  

by Bruce and Pat Bonar 
Plus 

· Our Chancel Choir 
 

Don’t Miss It! 

We Need Your Photo 
 
Just in case you have forgotten, 
Several church members will be 
“shooting us” over the next 4 
weeks for a “Church Pictorial 

Directory”. If you miss getting your photo taken, 
they’ll  be on hand for several Sundays. 
 

Photographers will be in the Fellowship Hall before 
and after the 10:45 worship service.  They may also 
be in the Chapel after the 8:30 worship. 
 

Whether you are a member or not, we want your 
photo for the directory. 
 

Your cooperation will help make the directory a 
useful tool for all our members. 

YOUth Should Know... 
 
Last Wednesday night we had nine families present 
to hear about the upcoming plans for our youth 
department and to offer their insights.  Also, three 
families volunteered to help but were unable to be 
present because of commitments with Children’s 
FaithBreak that evening.  Paula Watkins, Chair-
person of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee, was 
also present. 
 
George sought the parents’ input on the qualities 
desired in a Youth Director.  Then Paula shared the 
process of recruitment, search and interview that the 
SPRC is undergoing.  The SPRC intends to have a 
new youth director in place by June 1.  Our incoming 
pastor will be part of the interview process when that 
begins. 
 
Then George shared upcoming plans for the next 
several months and the folks who will be leading 
those events and classes.  At the end the parents 
signed up for the programs they were willing to lead.  
We still have some needs for adult leadership, so, if 
you would like to help, just give George a call. 
 
Here are some upcoming events: 
March 28 6:00 pm - Video:  
  Senior High sees The Passion of the 
     Christ in Fellowship Hall.    
  Junior High sees Jesus of Nazareth  
     in the Wreck Room. 
April 4   No evening Youth Group on Easter  
     Sunday 
April 11  2:00 pm - Leave for District Youth  
     Rally at CrossPoint Camp  



PRAYERS:  Billy Adams , Ben Arneachek, Sid Bearden, 
Debbie Bynum, Gary Carter, Ann Dial, Lois Duncan, Man-
nie Mae Gregory, Haddox family in Shawnee, Sonja Jeter,  
Wilma Lawson (Jim Lawson’s mother), Joan Martin, Utah 
Nation, Bernice Shiplett, Mae Jo Wagner, Lauryn Watkins 
(James Watkins’ daughter). 

 
M.D. Anderson:  Janice Herndon 
Children’s Hosp.:   Michaela Bray  
 
EXPECTANT MOTHERS:    Pam Watkins Beard, Jill 
Danielson, Jill McCortney Harris, Blair  Harrison, Stephanie 
Taylor Kinneberg,  Teena Lowry, Kim Moon, Jennifer Morn-
hinweg,  Charissa Reed, Emilee Wuthrich.  

 
 

Please continue to pray  
for these men and women  
serving in our armed forces:  
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Watching Our Figures 
 
 

OFFERING  3/21   $4,080.00  
Faith Promise   .       $     180.00      
Capital Campaign     $  5,705.00 
Bldg. Maintenance    $     500.00  
  
ATTENDANCE  3/21             
   Sunday School 111     
   8:30  a.m. Worship  47     
  10:45 a.m.  Worship   105    
     
Total Worship Attendance    152 

SUNDAY, March 28 
 8:30 a.m. Worship (Chapel) 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:45 a.m. Worship (Sanctuary) Kingdom Kids 
   2:00 p.m. Sterling House Worship 
   3:00 p.m. Heartland Worship 
 4:00 p.m. Easter Egg Hunt (McKnight’s home- 
  1420 Pine St.) 
 6:00 p.m. Movie Night  

       ”The Passion of the Christ” 
  

MONDAY, March 29 
12:05 p.m. Holy Week Service (Chapel) 
 1:00 p.m. Bridge Class 
   5:00 p.m.  Youth Praise Band Practice (Wreck Rm.) 
   6:00 p.m.  SPRC (Library) 
 7:00 p.m. Traditions Narcotics Anonymous  
  (Disciples Class Room)  
   

TUESDAY, March 30 
 9:30 a.m. Talmidim Bible Study  (Library) 
12:05 p.m. Holy Week Service (Chapel) 
 

WEDNESDAY, March  31 
 9:30 a.m. Rebekah Bible Study (Library) 
 11:00 a.m. Lunch Bunch 
12:05 p.m. Holy Week Service (Chapel) 
   3:00 p.m.  Youth After School Fellowship 
  (Wreck Room) 
   3:45 p.m. Confirmation Class 
   5:15 p.m. Faithbreak meal (FH) 
 6:00 p.m. Faithbreak Classes/Studies 
       In The Beginning (Nursery) 
       Children-”Joseph in Egypt” 
       Youth-Junior and Senior High  
          Prayer Group (Chapel) 
       Financial Peace  University 
  6:00 p.m.  Chancel Bell Practice (Bell Room) 
  7:15p.m.  Chancel Choir Practice  
 

THURSDAY, April 1 
 

12:05 p.m. Holy Week Service (Chapel) 
  6:00 p.m. Seder Meal ( Fellowship Hall)   

FRIDAY, April 2   Good Friday 
12:05 p.m. Holy Week Service (Chapel) 
1-4:00 p.m. Prayer Vigil (Chapel) 
 7:00 p.m. Good Friday Worship (Sanctuary) 

 

  

FaithBreak Serving Schedule:                           

   March 31:  Fellowship 
                                 April     7:  Disc iples 
            April   14:  Serendipity 
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