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WEDNESDAY, Feb. 3 
Confirmation Class 

3:45 p.m. 
 
 

SATURDAY, Feb. 6 
Local Church 

Leaders Workshop 
8:30 a.m. Registration 

 
 

SATURDAY, Feb. 13 
Pre-Lenten Retreat 

8:30 a.m.-Noon 
Fellowship Hall 

 
 

MONDAY, Feb. 15 
Scout Chili Supper 
5:00-8:00 p.m. CLC 

 
 
 

SUNDAY, Feb. 21 
Scout Sunday 

 
 

SUNDAY, Mar. 14 
Daffodils  

Hope Sunday  

    George’s sermon for Sunday, February 14  
 

COMMUNITY:  “What the World Needs Now…” 
  

GET ON THE ROAD TO 
FINANCIAL PEACE 

Dave Ramsey’s 
Financial Peace 

University 
 

FREE PREVIEW 
Wednesday, February 17 

7:30 p.m.  
in Fellowship Hall 

 
Follows Ash Wednesday 

Service  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FEBRUARY 17th 

 

6:45 p.m.—7:30 p.m. 
 

Sanctuary 
 

A solemn service of 
prayer and reflection. 



THINKING and DOING 
 
 For the past month we’ve been 
“Re-Thinking Church” together.  
There are two more sermons to 
go, one dealing with the work of 
the church—really making a 
difference in the world for God—
and one dealing with simply 
being the church—loving one 
another as God loved us. 
 
 As we’ve been thinking about it, 

some of the groups in our church have already been 
planning and doing some things differently, after only 
a month “on the job”!!  Here are a few: 
 
 TRUSTEES: Funding our future facility repairs with 
endowments, not repeated emergency fund-raisers 
for this or that facility problem that we can ignore no 
longer. 
 
 CHURCH COUNCIL:  They are taking a hard look at 
(1) what are the good things that we are doing and 
need to continue and/or enhance; (2) what are the 
unnecessary things that we are doing that need to be 
dropped; and (3) what are the “gaps” where we aren’t 
doing anything but ought to be doing something, and 
what we can do to fill them.  They are struggling with 
how we can empower more people to serve in more, 
different ways and streamline decision-making so that 
each program planning idea need not jump through 
several “hoops” to get approval. 
 
 COMMUNICATIONS: They are looking at how we 
can (1) enhance and use better the communications 
tools already available to us such as newsletters, 
website, audio-video tools, email, bulletin boards.  (2) 
They are also exploring the tools that we are not 
using, and which of these should we prioritize as our 
first tasks. 
 
 EVANGELISM:  The are looking closely at the 
programs and plans are we using that need to be 
continued and enhanced, and which need to be 
revised or even deleted.  Their primary question is, 
“How can we engage more of the congregation in the 
joy of welcoming, inviting, witnessing?” 
 
 NURTURE:  They are asking how we can make 
worship more meaningful to a wider variety of persons 
in our congregation and our community.  They have 
planned an extraordinary series of opportunities for 
Holy Week.  They are looking at all of our programs 
asking, “How can we connect with more of our 
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 children  and youth in ways that address where they 

are in their life journey?”  They have planned six ex-
citing all-church opportunities for simple fellowship.  
Many of our Care Ministries continue but they are 
continuing to ask, “Who are we missing?  Who is 
hurting?” 
 
 OUTREACH:  We have already invited Narcotics 
Anonymous to meet at our church to reach out to 
folks seeking to recover.  We are continuing with 
Faith Promise and a diversity of local missions and 
service opportunities, including one for families with 
children. 
 
 It is so very exciting to be a part of such a church 
with such courage of spirit and creativity of planning!  
We are clear that some of the plans won’t “work”: for 
some reason they won’t accomplish what the plan-
ners had hoped.  Some that they plan will succeed 
beyond their wildest dreams. They will evaluate how 
to revise and tweak and enhance.  In some ways 
they are moving into uncharted territory, and they 
will have to “draw the map” as they go.  But they are 
still going!  They will not give up!  I am amazed and 
inspired by their commitment and creativity. 
 
 As they make these audacious plans and risk failure 
and invest their time and their hearts into serving 
God through them, I’m reminded of Thomas Mer-
ton’s prayer.  He was a devout Christian Trappist 
monk, writer, and contemplative.  He expresses the 
uncertainty of the future and the quest for certainty 
in this profound prayer.  He expresses for me what it 
means to “Walk by faith, not by sight”: 
 
My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going.  
  I do not see the road ahead of me.   
  I cannot know for certain where it will end.   
 
Nor do I really know myself,  
  And the fact that I think I am following your will  
  Does not mean that I am actually doing so.   
 
But I believe that the desire to please you  
       does in fact please you.   
And I hope that I have that desire 
       in all that I am doing. 
 
It is such a privilege to work with such visionary 
leaders such as those who are serving this church. 
 
 Blessings, 
 
 George 
 
(Thomas Merton, Thoughts in Solitude (New York: Farrar, 
Straus, & Giroux, 1983), 83.) 



Book III Day is coming,  
Saturday February 13th  

from 8:30 a.m. until 12:00 noon!!!   
 
While the adults are enjoying the Lenten Retreat, 
we will be upstairs preparing grooming kits for our 
Lambs!  We will also play games, get a first peek 
at our VBS songs for this year and have pizza for 
lunch, so please make plans to attend.  We need 
lots of shoeboxes and grooming items.  If you 
want to donate extras in addition to supplies 
for your own Lambs, we can certainly use them. 
 

Book III Rotational Sunday School:  We are 
enjoying our eight week rotation on The Lord's 
Supper.  In the Methodist Church, all children are 
invited to participate in Holy Communion.  This unit 
will help the children understand the significance of 
this sacrament. 
 

FaithBreak :  We are having so much fun with our 
6 week session on John Wesley, "J. W. and 
Company".   If you haven't made it yet in 2010 we 
would love to see you on Wednesday nights!   We 
are traveling back to John Wesley's day and 
learning all about John Wesley and the circuit 
riders and other early leaders of the Methodist 
Church.  This is a Vacation Bible School format, 
and is lots of fun.  We are learning about Wesley 
through story, music and crafts.  
 

 While the kids are having fun upstairs, parents are 
invited to our  parenting class which covers Kevin 
Leman's Birth Order Book.  The class is facilitated 
by Debra Ross.  Our babies and toddlers are also 
learning about John Wesley "In the Beginning". 
 

Answer to Last Week's Riddle : Circuit Riders 
rode around the country on horseback preaching 
the Good News! 
 

Riddle :  What were the 4 things members of the 
Holy Club were expected to do? 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!  HIGH SEAS 
VBS IS JUNE 14 TO 18, 2010!!! 
 

Lisa Elliott 
Director of Children's Ministries 
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Happy February!  This month will be full of 
Valentines, love, teeth, families, and cooking. 
 

We have a few birthdays to celebrate this month.   
Ms. Barbara celebrates a birthday on the 7th.  Ben 
McDonald  will celebrate a birthday on the 11th by 
turning 3.  Gabriel Youngblood  celebrates his 2nd 
birthday on the 13th.  Gunner Morgan  turns 4 on the 
25th.  Happy Birthday! 
 

In chapel this month we are studying about how 
much God loves us.  We are continuing to learn the 
Lord’s Prayer and our Bible verse is Ephesians 4:32, 
“Be kind and compassionate to one another, 
forgiving each other just as in Christ God forgave 
you.” 
 

Next week our classes will have special Valentine 
events and February 23 & 24 the Fours will host an 
Art Show to showcase their hard work this past 
month.  Stay tuned for more details! 

 

Have a wonderful Week! 
 

 Ms. Kiah 

The Twos (Eliza, 
Matthew, 
Jaycee, Gabriel, 
& Dee Dee) hold 
a new toothbrush 
and toothpaste 
after learning 
about healthy 
habits. 

 

A Special Thanks!! 
  

To LaShun Huff, Elaine McKnight, and Cheryl 
McCortney who coordinated  the Capital Campaign 
meal last Sunday.  Also, thank you to all the 
volunteers who helped with clean-up. 
 

It’s so awesome to see the dedication of our church 
members!! 
 

Pat Moore, 
Chairman of Finance Campaign 



 

 

 
Dark Exodus:   

The Lost Girls of Sudan 
 

At our Unit Meeting, Monday, March 8th at 6:00 
p.m., we will meet Beverly Parkhurst Moss who is 
the author of Dark Exodus:  The Lost Girls of 
Sudan.  Her own life’s story is inspiring.  Ms. Moss 
has requested that at least 60 people attend her 
presentation.  If every UMW member attends, we 
will meet that quota.  So, please plan to attend 
and of course, bring a friend! 

 LUNCH BUNCH 
Continues every 
Wednesday in the CLC.  
We provide transportation 
and lunch for junior and 
senior high students. 

WEDNESDAY EVENTS: 
· Lunch Bunch in the CLC. 
· 3:15 p.m. Do homework  and/or visit 
· 5:15 p.m.-FaithBreak dinner 
· 6:00 p.m.-Youth Small Groups.  We are 

learning about the miracles that were 
performed by Jesus from scripture. 

 
FUTURE EVENTS: 
· February 12  7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.:  Valentine’s 

Dance.  The cost is $5 with this money going to 
Haiti Friends. 

· February 13 8:30 to noon:  Lenten Retreat  
with breakfast. 

· February 19 & 20 :  30 Hour Famine in CLC. 
      Begins at 6:00 p.m. Friday and ends at 7:00 p.m.    
 Saturday.  Other churches in our district have 
 been invited  to attend.  The cost is $20.  You 
 will receive a T-shirt saying you survived the 30 
 Hour Famine. 
· February 27:  Winter Jam in Oklahoma City.  

Worship and praise music for 
youth and adults. 

      Tickets are $10. 
· March 6:  We will paint the Jr. 

High Sunday School 
class room and hang 
out room.  Lunch will be 
provided. 
· March 14-20:  Awesome Spring 
Break Ski Trip. 
 
Sign up sheets for all the events 

are on the bulletin board in the Youth Room. 
 
Feel free to call me anytime at 352-442-5490. 
John David 
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What’s New!! 

 

Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Supper 
Feb. 16, 5-8 pm. 

 
$5 for Adults   —     $3 for kids 
 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
 

You don't want to miss out, so 
bring your pancake-loving friends 
and join us.  All money raised will  
go toward the United Campus Ministry. 

2009 Giving Statements 
Are Now Available! 

 

You may pick up your giving statement 
outside the church office. 
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Pre-Lenten Retreat 
 

Amy Venable will be with us the morning of 
February 13 in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Plan to sign up for our Pre-Lenten Retreat at 
either service on February 7th. 
 

Don’t miss her!  

NEED A RIDE?? 
We’ve Got It!! 

If you are having difficulty 
getting to Sunday School 
or Church on Sunday,  
PLEASE call Don and 
Kathy Finch at   332-
8297.  
They will be happy to pick 
you up and take you 
home after Sunday 
services. 





 

Dearest Church Family, 
 

How can I thank you?  Let me count the ways, (sorry, I was an English teacher!)   
 

Have you prayed for me during my recent hip replacement surgery and continued recuperation?  Well, thanks be to you 
and God, it’s really working. Additionally, I went into this with all of my God-given strengths-an otherwise healthy body, 
good work ethic, and speedy recovery from previous conditions. 
 

Do you realize what an amazing church family we have?  I have known we were great, but you have surpassed my 
expectations.  So many have shared your love and care with cards, visits, gifts, flowers, good, and phone calls.  Wow!  I’m 
so glad that I belong to this church family. 
 

Thank you very much, 
Clarice Bowman 
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For over 30 years, Daffodil Days has enabled peo-
ple to join the American Cancer Society’s fight 
against cancer by raising funds and sharing hope 
for a future where the disease no longer threatens 
those we love. 
 

Your “bunch” of daffodils will be placed in the chapel 
and sanctuary on March 14.  You are welcome to 
take your daffodils home after the service. 
 

To order your Daffodil bunches, please complete 
this form and return to the church office with your 
payment.  Make checks payable to:  American Can-
cer Society. 

YOUR NAME: 
_________________________________________ 
“Bear and a Bunch”   
 Suggested Donation  $25.00    Qty. _____ Total ________    
 

“ Sunshine Bouquet” 
Suggesed Donation  $15.00    Qty._____    Total ________ 
 

Individual Bouquet   
Suggested Donation  $10.00    Qty. _____   Total ________ 
 
Submit your order before Friday, Feb. 19. 
I would like to order the above flowers 
 
In Honor  
of: ______________________________________ 
 
 
In Memory  
of :______________________________________ 

I want to express my deepest appreciation to my church 
family for the cards, phone calls, and prayers you 
shared with me following my dear brother’s death.  You 
gave me strength and lifted my spirits.  You are such 
wonderful people and I am so thankful for this church.  
GOD IS AT WORK HERE!  Blessings to all, 
 

Janet Bare 

NOT RECEIVING  
YOUR EMAIL 
ADVOCATE?? 
 
If you have signed up to receive 
The Advocate via email, but are 
not getting it, check your “spam” 
box. 
 

Some commercial email systems 
erroneously automatically classify any email from a 
“mailing list” (such as ours) as “spam” (junk mail). 
 

There is usually a configuration option under your 
“spam filter” on your computer which may require 
adjustment.  All machines are different, so I can’t tell 
you exactly where to look for the adjustment, but it is 
usually present. 
 

The Advocate is published via email each Friday 
afternoon, and it should appear in your email boxes 
as a “PDF attachment”, which you can read either by 
selecting “view attachment” or via Adobe or a similar 
PDF reader. 
 

If you are receiving The Advocate via email, and you 
are willing to discontinue receiving the postal 
version, please sign up on the insert “We Have 
Mail!!” 



PRAYERS: Debra Baker,  Clarice Bowman, Mikala 
Bray, Logan Burnett, Mary Cochran, Larry Cole, Jennifer 
Coleman, Lynda Cooper, Ann Dicus, Lorene Fuller,  Mabel 
Claire Hensley, Phyllis Inslee, Elvin Jaquess, Sonja Jeter, 
Lena King (Paula Watkin’s aunt), Zoe Logan, Bobie 
Logsdon, Vicki Mapp, Charlotte Oxford, Caroline 
Pannell and infant daughter, Sierra Faith, Brettley  
Rhoades (Lacy Tritten’s brother) Cheryl Rhynes, Rich-
ard Ross, Judy Short (Lani Vassconcellos’ sister)
Lindsay Snow, True Wallace (Daughter of Debbie and Jack Wal-
lace), Karen Williams, Shirley Williamson (June Murphy’s 
cousin)   
 

M.D. Anderson:  Janice Herndon 
Valley View: Paula Roberts 
Baptist Hospital:  Utah Nation 
 

OUR SYMPATHY TO:  Jeanene and Jim Stevens 
on the death of Jeanene’s sister, Betty Sheridan .  
Mrs. Sheridan died January 29 in Sutton, Nebraska. 

 
EXPECTANT MOTHERS:    Nicole Blanck, Jill Danielson, 
Jill McCortney Harris, Blair  Harrison,   Stephanie Taylor 
Kinneberg,  Shawna Montague, Kim Moon.  

 
 
Please continue to pray for these men 
and women serving in our armed forces:  
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Watching Our Figures 
 
 

OFFERING  1/31    $ 5,934.25 
Faith Promise     $ 282.00            
Alaska VIM        $ 200.00  
Children’s Gifts             $ 304.00 
   
ATTENDANCE  1/31              
    Sunday School 112   
    8:30  a.m. Worship           No Worship Service                                      
   10:45 a.m.  Worship     157                            
   
Total Worship Attendance    157 

SUNDAY, February 7 
 8:30 a.m. Worship (Chapel) 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:45 a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)   
 5:00 p.m. Youth Group 
 7:00 p.m. Confirmation II (Parlor) 
 

MONDAY, February 8 
 10:00 a.m. Ruth Rachel Circle (Parlor) 
 1:00 p.m. Bridge 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Praise Band Practice (Wreck Rm.) 
 5:30 p.m. Trustees Meeting (Library) 
 6:30 p.m. Mary Martha Circle (Parlor) 
 7:00 p.m. Communication Committee (F.H.) 
 7:00 p.m. Narcotic Anonymous (Disciples Class Rm.) 
 

TUESDAY, February 9 
 9:30 a.m. Talmidim Bible Study  (Library) 
 6:30 p.m. Compassionate Friends (F.H.) 
 

WEDNESDAY, February 10 
 9:30 a.m. Rebekah Bible Study (Library) 
 11:00 a.m. Lunch Bunch (CLC) 
   3:00 p.m.  Youth After-School Fellowship (Wrec Rm.) 
 3:45 p.m. Confirmation Classes 
 5:15 p.m. FaithBreak Meal (F.H.)  
 6:00 p.m. FaithBreak Classes 
     Parenting Classes 
                             Prayer Group (Chapel) 
 6:00 p.m. Chancel Ringers Practice 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Practice  
 

THURSDAY, February 11 
 7:00 p.m. Disciple I Bible Study (Library) 
 

FRIDAY, February 12 
 7:00 p.m. Youth Valentine Dance (CLC) 
 

SATURDAY, February 13 
8:30-noon  Pre-Lenten Retreat (Fellowship Hall) 
   

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

MONDAY, February 15  
5:00-8:00 p.m. Scout Chili Supper (CLC) 
 

WEDNESDAY, February 17 
 6:45 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service (Sanctuary) 
 7:30 p.m. Financial Peace Univ. Orientation in 
  Fellowship Hall 
 

 

FaithBreak  
serving schedule:                           

   Feb. 10:   Seekers 
 Feb. 17:  NO FAITHBREAK 
 Feb. 24:  New Roots 


