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Future Events

MONDAY, Mar. 8
“Dark Exodus: Lost
Girls of Sudan”
Sponsored by UMW
6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

SUNDAY, Mar. 14
Daffodils
Hope Sunday

SUNDAY, March 14-20
Youth Ski Trip

SUNDAY, Mar. 28
Movie Night in CLC
Featuring
“The Passion of the Christ”

March 29-April 2
Holy Week Services
12:05-12:55 p.m.
Rollow Chapel
Light lunch served.

Friday, February 26, 2010

is the incredible true stories of
several survivors of the Sudan

Sponsored by
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

March 8, 2010 at 6:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Come hear the first-hand accounts of how survival through faith in God was
possible for the “Lost Girls of Sudan”.

Beverly Parkhurst Moss (author of the book),
and Priscilla Kuer, both “lost girls”, will

share their stories of how they overcame
personal tragedy and suffering
by their faith in God.

George’s sermon for Sunday, March 7:

TUESDAY: “HERE COMES THE JUDGE!”

Matthew 23:1-2, 5-7, 11-12, 27-28;
24:1-2
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EIGHTY YEARS
AGO

A few months ago, Pat Moore
brought in to me a faded,
brownish-colored, obviously old
church newsletter in a
protective plastic envelope that
Amelda McCortney had given
him. He pulled it out and
showed me the March, 1930,
“First Methodist Church News,

‘A Home-Like Church™!! This was our church 80
years ago! | gently held this treasure and read it.
On page 3 was the following article about their
efforts to build—and pay for—our current 4-story
Educational Building, which includes our Parlor,
kitchen, Youth Wreck Room, Scout Room plus the
adult and youth classrooms on the ground floor and
the north and south ends of the building. [ invite you
to go back 80 years as you read these words to the
church (our church) then. -- George

FIRST METHODIST CHURCH NEWS
Our Church Building

month; others $50 per month; others $35 per man;
others lesser amounts. Then each Sunday in tkargff

envelope there should be placed some money for the

Building Fund. If the pastor has not already sge&m he
will soon. Be ready to agree to a definite amawonbe
given to the fund each month.

Let it not be said to our shame that Methodist#\da
could not complete their building program.

WE ARE COUNTING ON YOU!

Well, | don’'t know who wrote the article, but it didn’t
appear to be the pastor. The “unprecedented slump
in financial conditions” was, of course, the “Crash of
1929” which led to the decade-long Great
Depression. In that devastatin financial
environment, they finished and eventually paid for
the “new” Educational Building!! And it's interesting
how they planned to finish the building—with the
pastor making one-to-one “pastoral calls”!!! (No,
that’s not part of the plan this year!)

But they did complete it! And we've been using it
for 80 years! As | think about our “Today’s Needs,
Tomorrow's Dreams” campaign to raise $350,000
for our facility needs, | am also reminded of
“Yesterday’'s Sacrifices” by the folks who gave

The time has come when we need to be definitely
informed as to the condition of our building pragra
When the building was begun no one of us knew #hat
few months would bring about an almost unprecedente  So, as you think about your three-year commitment
slump in financial conditions in this country. $hi to give to “Today’s Needs” and “Tomorrow’s
entirely unexpected development embarrassed and Dreams,” | invite you to give thanks to Yesterday’s
stopped activities on the building. We were behiritth faithful who also made commitments—and fulfilled
payments and very little money was coming in. €her them during difficult times. | also invite you to
was nothing else to do but stop work. Throughvtireer consider the thought that someday, perhaps
some money was collected and now we owe in round another eighty years from now, our church will be
numbers $10,000. It is agreed by your Building ~making an appeal to its members again for their
Committee that no other construction will be attésdp continuing support. And they will be able to do that
until we have paid this present indebtedness. rAftes then because of what we have done today.

paid, it can be arranged to complete the Educdtiona
building.

faithfully then so that we could have this facility for
ministry today.

This Sunday, February 28, we will distribute Pledge
cards during both worship services, inviting all of us

The writer would be the last one to say that weno&an to make our three-year commitments at this time.

raise this $10,000. It could be raised in one msrtime
if we would each do our part. It might mean thane of
us would have to do without something else—but it
worth a sacrifice? The recent financial statemnfeorn

This is our chance to make a difference for the next
80 years. And, | think | hear a voice out of the past,
ringing across the decades, saying, “We are
counting on you.”

the Committee revealed very clearly that but vesry

few had either paid any thing or made any sacrifice
giving. This is the main reason why the buildirg i
incomplete. PS

Blessings,
George Warren

In that 1930 newsletter, there was also an
announcement of the planned two-week revival—
from April 6 to April 20! They weren't just interested
in facility needs. They were concentrating on
spiritual needs. Maybe that's why they succeeded.

The pastor, outside of visiting the very sick, cactthg
funerals, and providing for our Sunday services, is
devoting all his time to raising this month for thext
five months. Some ought to give as much as $100 per
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Thank you to all the parents and guests that came
to the Art Show hosted by the GSPS Four Year Old
Class. The students were so happy to “show off”
their work.

Our Threes studied the Winter Olympics this week.
They played Olympic games, finished their number
books, made patterns and played teacher. The
Twos went on a Dinosaur Hunt throughout the
church. They received Dino names, made Dino
puppets, and dug for dinosaurs. The Ones learned
about “sweet.” They finger painted and painted with
paintbrushes.

Tuesday, March 2 is Dr. Seuss’s Birthday. The
preschool will be celebrating his birthday all week
long. Dr. Seuss’s Birthday also kicks off GSPS’s
month of reading. Our preschool goal is to read
1000 books in the month of March. We will count
books read at school and books read at home.
Please write down all books read and bring them to
school. At the end of the month we will have a pizza
party when we accomplish our goal and have a
gently used children’s book sale to benefit our
GSPS library. Have fun and read, read, read!

Spring Break will be March 15-18 and spring
pictures will be March 3 & 4. Don't forget Library
Days for the 3’'s and 4’s are on March 10-11. One
more important upcoming event is Enrollment for
the 2010-2011 school year. April 9 from 10-12 will
be enrollment for returning GSPS families and
FUMC members. At 12:00 noon we will open
enrollment to the general public. Mark these dates
on your calendar and have a great week!

Ms. Kiah

The Twos and their Dino glasses
ready to hunt some dinosaurs !

Children’s News

Sunday School :
Beginning March 7th, we will be
changing our Sunday School format as
follows:
5th & 6th Graders - Temple Tweens led by Cheryl
McCortney

PreKindergarten through 4th Grade - Book Ill
Rotational Sunday School

3 Year Olds - Theophilus Threes led by Cindy
Brady

Oto 2 Year Olds - In the Beginning

We are excited about our new tween and three year
old classes. If you haven't been coming to Sunday
School for awhile, here's a chance for you to come
back and get reconnected.

FaithBreak: Last Wednesday we began our 5
week session on "Joseph in Egypt". We are
traveling back to ancient Egypt, and learning about
Joseph through story, music and crafts!

HIGH SEAS VBS IS JUNE 14 TO 18, 2010!!

Lisa Elliott
Director of Children's Ministries

Joseph in Egypt Schedule
February 24th to March 31st

Note: We will not meet during Spring Break - Martrth

4th to 6th I1stto 3rd | 3yrsto
Grade Grade Kindergarten

6:00to | Story Egyptian | Music

6:20 Crafts

6:20to | Egyptian Music Story

6:40 Crafts

6:40to | Music Story Egyptian

7:00 Crafts

Story - Lisa Elliott - Africa
Music - Mandy Morgan - South America
Egyptians - Various Volunteers - Europe

FAITH PROMISE
WEEK-END

Mark your calendar

for April 16, 17, and 18th.

Details will be posted later.
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Lunch Bunch continues
every Wednesday during
lunch break for Junior and
Senior High! Invite a friend
to join us for food and
fellowship.

What's New!!

| want to thank all the volunteers who helped with
the 30 Hour Famine. You went above and
beyond the call of duty. The week-end was
awesome. The youth and adult leaders were
really impacted as we all grew closer to God
through worship, Bible study, Small Group
sessions, and the famine ! We had over 50 people
attend.

March 6: We will paint the Junior High Sunday
School class room. Lunch will be provided.

March 14-20th: Spring Break Ski trip. We have a
few openings left. Let me know if you want to go.
We have some scholarship funds to help with
expenses.

March 27-27: Acquire the Fire (overnight trip).
Crosspoint Camp is coming in June.

There are sign up sheets on the Youth bulletin
board for these events.

Join us on Facebook-a great way to stay in touch.
Please feel free to contact me at any time at 352-
442-5490.

John David
P.S. We have “30 Hour Famine” survival T-shirts

for sale for $10 each. Contact me if you would
like to have one.

The United Methodist Women are excited about
the upcoming program featuring a Lost Girl of
Sudan. We know that Priscilla Kuer will be with us
and speak about her experiences. Priscilla, who is
from the Dinka tribe, is six feet two inches tall and
is often asked if she is a model. We invite anyone
interested to join us in the Fellowship Hall on
March 8th. There will be a meal at 6:00 p.m. with
the program to follow.

The book, Dark Exodus: The Lost Girls of Sudan,
will be on sale and a love offering will be taken to
help Priscilla with her expenses.

Plan to be here and bring your friends.

RECYCLE YOUR
PHONE BOOKS

(p

We've heard that the students in the
Ada School System have a contest
going. The class that collects the
most used phone books for recycling
gets a prize for their teacher to buy
classroom supplies. Soooo, find your
favorite student and give your old
phone books to him or her—for the environment and
for education!

By the way, Rosilyn Warren said she would accept

any if you can't find a student!

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
To Help Others

Our Local Aid Fund is empty! The demand for
assistance with utility payments and emergency
travel expenses has been extremely heavy during
the latest round of severe weather. We make every
effort to assist as may applicants as we can while
being good stewards of the funds entrusted to us to
share.

If you would like to help, you can give through your
Faith Promise pledge or directly to the Local Aid
Fund.

Thank you for your gracious and generous support
of this community outreach ministry of our church.

Rev. Bob Langston
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Sabaidee from Laos!
From:
bev_embarte@online.com.kh

| am sorry it took a while before we emailed you
again. We are in transition period. We have just
relocated here in Laos. Our term in Cambodia
ended last December, 2009.

We have the same nature of assignment. For
Emmanuel, my husband, to be able to establish
here the same program for the young people, the
Faith Engine Ministry, a vocational training that
includes basic mechanics, welding, driving, and
auto-air conditioning skills. As for myself, it is to
coordinate Christian Education programs, but more
on assisting training to the leaders, and also to
assist in the adults, women, and children’s
ministries.

We are in the process of learning, getting oriented
with the ministries here that are already in place.
Please know that we now have about 100
Methodist congregations, about 75 pastors (about
40 have completed their Pastoral course/training)
and about 5000 members. It's an emerging
church, and there is too much challenge as Laos is
a Buddhist country. The leaders are working on
the registration and documents. Hopefully, the
government would recognize it soon and allow it to
function officially and legally.

This new field brings so much excitement, but also
need prayers for our general welfare. Please say
hello to the Ada First UMC congregation, to the
Pastor and the members. Thank you for your
prayers and your support towards our support. We
would let you know what other ways you can
respond to the needs in our ministries here.

Otherwise, we are fine. Our children are adjusting
well in school and our new home, and new
community. Thank God for all his blessings and
supplication.

You can still email us in this online address. We
will let you know of our new email address.

Blessings,

Beverly, Emmanuel, and Kids

CAMP CORNER

MAKING YOUR SUMMER
PLANS?

Spend a little time at Coss Point

Camp on Lake Texoma. Camps

are also available at Camp Egan
and Canyon Camp. Only dates for Cross Point
Camp are listed below. If you have an interest in
Camp Egan or Canyon Camp, please call the church
office for their specific dates.

You will experience God’'s wonderful creation, meet
new friends and renew old friendships, hear and
experience the stories and truths found in the Bible,
and learn how to share the love of God with others
SO you too can be a “Ray of Light”.

SONSHINE CAMP: (Entering grades 1 and 2)
July 17-18. Campers $47.

Enjoy a taste of hiking, swimming, crafts and active
learning small groups. All activities and creative
worship in this fast-paced 24 hour, one night camp
are geared for this younger age-level.

GROWIN' IN GRACE: (Entering grades 3-5)
July 23-25. Campers $122.

Older elementary kind have the opportunity to
experience God’'s love in God’s beautiful creation
over this three day; two night camp. In addition to
hiking, swimming, recreation, and crafts, campers
participate in interactive small group learning and
creative worship.

WILDERNESS: (Entering grades 7-8)
June 10-16. Cost $210.

This is a unique seven-day, six-night adventure in
creating a Christian Community while living in the
our-of-doors. It is a challenging adventure to
develop relational skills: listening to others,
expressing your own needs/ideas, caring for others,
and making inclusive group decisions.

ARDMORE DISTRICT
CAMP:

(Entering grades 7-12)
June 7-11. Cost $200.




SUNDAY, February 28

8:30 a.m. Worship (Chapel)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)
11:50 a.m. Greeters/Ushers Orientation (Fellowship
Hall) Lunch provided.
2:00 p.m. Sterling House Worship
3:00 p.m. Heartland Worship
5:00 p.m. Youth Group (Wreck Rm.)
7:00 p.m. Confirmation Il (Parlor)
MONDAY, March 1
8:00 a.m. Chemical Dependency Seminar
(Fellowship Hall)
1:00 p.m. Bridge Class
5:00 p.m. Youth Praise Band Practice (Wreck Rm.)
5:30 p.m. UMW Executive meeting (Library)
6:00 p.m. Church Council (Fellowship Hall)
7:00 p.m. Traditions Narcotics Anonymous

(Disciples Class)
TUESDAY, March 2

9:30 a.m. Talmidim Bible Study (Library)

5:00 p.m. Communications Committee
(Fellowship Class Room)

6:00 p.m. Blue and Gold Banquet (CLC)

WEDNESDAY, March 3

9:30 a.m. Rebekah Bible Study (Library)
11:00 a.m. Lunch Bunch (CLC)
1:00 p.m. Prayer Card Ministry (Disciples Class)
3:00 p.m. Youth After-School Fellowship (Wreck Rm.)
3:45 p.m. Confirmation Class
5:15 p.m. FaithBreak Meal (F.H.)
6:00 p.m. FaithBreak Classes/Studies
In The Beginning —Nursery
Children-"Joseph in Egypt”
Youth—Junior and Senior High
Adult Classes
Financial Peace University
(Disciples Classroom)
Parenting Classes
6:00 p.m. Chancel Ringers Practice
7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Practice
THURSDAY, March 4
5:30 p.m. ITB Staff meting (Parlor)
7:00 p.m. Disciple | Bible Study (Library)

UPCOMING EVENTS

MONDAY, March 8
6:00 p.m. Dark Exodus: Lost Girls of Sudan
(Fellowship Hall.)

SUNDAY, March 14
1:00 p.m. Youth Ski Trip Departure

PRAYERS: Ben Arneechek, Debbie Bynum, Gary Carter,
Haddox family in Shawnee, Sonja Jeter, Lena King (Paula Wat-
kin’s aunt), Zoe Logan, Utah Nation, Caroline Pannell and
infant daughter, Sierra Faith, Brettley Rhoades (Lacy Trit-
ten’s brother) Cheryl Rhynes, Paula Roberts, Richard Ross,
Judy Short (Lani Vassconcellos’ sister), True Wallace
(Daughter of Debbie and Jack Wallace), Karen Williams.

M.D. Anderson: Janice Herndon

Mercy Hospital: Wilma Lawson (Jim Lawson’s mother)
Children’s Hosp.:Lauryn Watkins  (James Watkin's daughter)
Children’s Hosp.: Michaela Bray

EXPECTANT MOTHERS: Pam Watkins Beard, Jill
Danielson, Jill McCortney Hatrris, Blair Harrison, Stephanie

Taylor Kinneberg, Kim Moon.

Please continue to pray for these
men and women serving in our armed
forces:

I
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THOUGHTS...

Be kinder than necessary because everyone you
meet is fighting some kind of battle.

FaithBreak serving Schedule:

March 3: Parlor

March 10: Home Builders

March 17: Spring Break-No
Faith Bre ak

Watching Our Figures

OFFERING 2/21 $4,679.52
Faith Promise $ 105.00
Capital Campaign $ 120.00
ATTENDANCE 2/21
Sunday School 166
8:30 a.m. Worship 59
10:45 a.m. Worship 203
Total Worship Attendance 262




