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MONDAY, Mar. 8 
“Dark Exodus:  Lost 

Girls of Sudan” 
Sponsored by UMW 

6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 
 

 
SUNDAY, Mar. 14 

Daffodils  
Hope Sunday 

 
 

SUNDAY, March 14-20 
Youth Ski Trip 

 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, Mar. 28 
Movie Night in CLC 

Featuring 
“The Passion of the Christ” 

 
 
 

March 29-April 2 
Holy Week Services 

12:05-12:55 p.m. 
Rollow Chapel 

 

    George’s sermon for Sunday, February 28: 
 

THE FINAL WEEK:   
Monday 

Obligations: Marriage and Taxes  
      

       Mark 12:13-27 

SCOUTING SUNDAY 
IS FEBRUARY 21ST  

  
In our 10:45 worship service we will 
celebrate Scouting Sunday and will honor 
all of the leaders and participants in the 
scouting and campfire movements.  We’ll 
especially honor the scouts and leaders 
of Troop 13, which is sponsored by our 
church.   
 
After worship we are invited to a free chili/
stew lunch in the CLC offered by the 
Scouts.  They had plenty of food left over 
after their supper on February 15th.  (Of 
course, generous donations will be 
cheerfully received  to help support the 
scouts’ activities through the year!!) 

 
Also, EIGHT scouts will receive their Eagle Rank at the Court of Honor to 
be held in our Sanctuary on Monday, February 22, at 6:00 pm.  We are all 
invited to this wonderful recognition of these young men and their 
accomplishments. 



2 Parables,  
2 Reflections 

 
A PARABLE FROM MY 
CHILDHOOD: 
“Daddy, why are we cutting 
good branches off the orange 
tree?” 
“George, the orange tree 
sometimes tends to produce 
too many branches.  These are 
called ‘suckers’ and come up 
from the base of the tree.” 

“What’s wrong with ‘suckers’?”  “Nothing.  They’re 
perfectly good branches.  It’s just that the root 
system can’t support all these new branches and 
produce fruit, which is the purpose of this tree.” 
“But I hate to see good branches die.  Does it hurt 
the tree?” 
“The wound will heal quickly, but it releases more 
sap for the rest of the tree and, in the long run, that’s 
better for the tree.” 
 
A PARABLE FROM JOHN 15:1-10  
(excerpts, from TEV).   
I am the real vine and my father is the gardener.  He 
removes every branch in me that does not bear fruit 
and prunes every branch that does bear fruit so that 
it will be clean and bear more fruit…..Unless you 
remain in union with me you cannot bear fruit. 
 
REFLECTION: 
Early spring is a time to prune trees and vines – not 
only the dead and diseased branches but some of 
the healthy branches.  Otherwise the plant is all leaf 
and no fruit or flower.  Lent, which began on Ash 
Wednesday, February 17, is also a good time to 
prune our lives—our calendars and our lists of 
activities—of not just the unhealthy things we do but 
also some of the good things we do.   
 
We tend to fill every waking moment with some 
activity, useful or not, just as that orange tree tends 
to produce more branches than its roots can 
support.  The question for each of us is, “Will those 
activities be fruit-producing or just ‘suckers’, bearing 
no fruit?”  There is a need at times to refocus our 
time and energy and to “prune” the “non-fruit-
bearing branches.” Here are a few areas you may 
wish to examine on the “tree” that is your life. 
             
        1.  Yourself:  Are you taking care of your true          
needs (not your wants and cravings)? Are  you 
keeping yourself healthy enough to  “bear  fruit”?   
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 Are you healthy physically, mentally, emotionally, 

spiritually, or do you go off on crash diets or binges 
that are simply “suckers” that don’t really help?  Are 
there bad habits that you need to prune?  

 
        2.  Family:  Are you investing enough quantity 
and quality time with your loved ones?  How can you 
prune other time- and energy-consuming activities so 
that you may “bear fruit” with your loved ones? 
 

3. Church:  You don’t have to be there every time 
the doors open, but you DO need spiritual food, like 
the tree needs sap, for yourself, and God needs you 
to care for and serve others (bear fruit).  (That’s also 
good for you too.)  Do you find yourself helping in the 
kitchen instead of worshipping?  Are your church 
activities focused on staying busy by constantly doing 
or on being fed richly and serving meaningfully?  Or, 
to say it better, do your activities “bear fruit” (feed you 
and/or serve others), or do they merely consume a lot 
time and energy, like “suckers”? 
                         

4. Work: How are you investing your other time, 
whether gainfully employed or not?  Are these 
activities productive in some sense?  (Remember, just 
thinking and resting are also productive!)  Have you 
spread yourself too thin?  What needs to be pruned 
for you to “bear fruit”? 
  
Remember this: Some of the good branches need to 
be removed so that the other branches that are left 
can produce fruit to the tree’s optimum capacity. 
 
REFLECTION: 

· Let him feed you.  Remain in him, worship him, 
depend on him, draw your strength from him, 
don’t depend on “binges” or other bogus ways 
of meeting your real needs.   

· Let him prune you.  Limit your time and energy 
to only the most important and helpful areas.  
Seek his guidance as to what are truly the 
most important and helpful areas.  

 
Now, whenever someone asks you, “What are you 
giving up for Lent?” you may have a more meaningful 
answer! 
 
Fruitfully yours, 
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Thanks to everyone who 
participated in preparing grooming 

kits and cards    for the Lambs!!! 
 

Sunday School :  Beginning March 7th, we will 
be changing our Sunday School format as 
follows. 
 

5th & 6th Graders -  
       Temple Tweens led by Cheryl McCortney 
 

PreKindergarten through 4th Grade -  
       Book III Rotational Sunday School 
 

3 Year Olds -  
       Theophilus Threes, led by Cindy Brady 
 

0 to 2 Year Olds - In the Beginning 
 
We are excited about our new tween and three 
year old classes.  If you haven't been coming to 
Sunday School for awhile, here's a chance for 
you to come back and get reconnected. 
 
FaithBreak:    This Wednesday, February 24th, 
we will begin our 5 week session on "Joseph in 
Egypt".  We will travel back to ancient Egypt, 
and learn about Joseph through story, music 
and crafts! 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!  HIGH 
SEAS VBS IS JUNE 14 TO 18, 2010!!! 
 
Lisa Elliott 
Director of Children's Ministries 

Wow!  This weather is making everyone a little 
crazy.  We hope we can go outside soon. 
 

The Fours are learning about the letter “Rr” and 
the number “10.”  They are also preparing for 
their art show which is next week, February 23 
& 24. 
 

The Threes are learning about “Healthy Me.”  
They will paint with toothpaste and dental floss, 
learn about exercise, and play Dentist.   
 

The Twos are studying tropical animals.  They 
will make butterfly wings, make a heart melt, and 
practice pouncing like animals!   
 

The Ones vocabulary word of the week is “kiss.”  
They will learn how to blow kisses to each other, 
study the color red, and make headbands. 
 

Upcoming events at the preschool include spring 
pictures and enrollment for the 2010-2011 
school.  Stay tuned for details. 
 

Blessings to you this week! 
 

Ms. Kiah 
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Katie Crabtree  

enjoys the great 
outdoors! 

RECYCLE YOUR 
PHONE BOOKS 

 
 
We’ve heard that the students in the Ada 
School System have a contest going.  The 
class that collects the most used phone books 
for recycling gets a prize for their teacher to buy 
classroom supplies.  Soooo, find your favorite 
student and give your old phone books to him 
or her—for the environment and for education! 
 

By the way, Rosilyn Warren said she would 
accept any if you can’t find a student! 
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 LUNCH BUNCH 
 continues every Wednesday 
here at the Church in the CLC. 
We are serving good food and 
it gives the kids time to just 
hang out of school (With 

permission slips) and they can bring their friends.  
 

I want to thank all the volunteers who helped with the 
Valentine party on Friday with food, clean up, and 
chaperoning. We had 65 total show up and we raised 
$240 dollars for our Haiti relief efforts.  
 

On February 19th  & 20th , we are hosting a 30 hour 
Famine here at the church.  We have an awesome 
curriculum laid out and the youth will be so blessed as 
feeling what it is to be hungry. The money we are 
raising will go for the people in Haiti. Please help 
support the cause. We opened this up to our other 
district churches. 
 

The cost is $20 and you will get a T-shirt saying you 
survived the 30 Hour Famine.   
 

 Winter Jam is on February 27th in Oklahoma City. 
It is an awesome evening with great worship and 
praise music for youth and adults. Tickets are  $10. 
 

March 6, we are painting the Jr. High SS and hang 
out room.  Lunch is provided. We have already started 
scraping the walls and cleaning up the room.  
 

 I still have some openings for the Awesome Spring 
Break Ski trip March 14 thru the 20th . See me if 
interested. If you want to come, but short on funds,  
please call me. There will a parental ski trip meeting 
this Sunday after Church.   
 
***** Sign Up Sheets for All these events are on 
the bulletin board in the Youth Room.*****  
 

Join us on Facebook!  Please feel free to call me with 
any questions 352-442-5490. 
 

John David 
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What’s New!! 

 

Daffodil Days/Hope 
Sunday 
March 14 

 

SUBMIT  YOUR  ORDER   
IMMEDIATELY 

 
Order forms are available on table outside 
church office.   
 
Your Daffodil purchase  helps support 

MISSION STUDY 2010:  The Beauty and Courage of 
Sudan 
 

· Imagine being four years old, your family is 
scattered or murdered, and you are on your own 
to survive.  This is the story of countless children in 
Sudan as the genocide continues in this war-torn 
country.  Even though the Lost Girls of Sudan 
(and many refugees from all over the world) have 
seen the worst of mankind, they have managed to 
keep their faith in God.  Come and meet one of 
the Lost Girls, who now lives in Dallas, Texas, at 
the March 8th Unit Meeting at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

 

Brought to you by the United Methodist Women 

CONGRATULATIONS  
 
To AUBREY HALFORD whose musical 
compositions, “Stages” and “Lullaby” were 
recorded by ETHEL, a professional string 
quartet, and Aubrey got to direct them!  This was 
part of a project with two other students and 
organized by the Chickasaw Nation.  The 
recording will come out this summer but you can 
hear the compositions on You Tube: 
jaredtatestudents, CSAA2009 “Stages” and 
“Lullaby”. 
 
To CALI STENSON who placed 1st in Algebra I 
at the ECU Scholastic Meet on February 8th.  
 
To DR. KAREN WILLIAMS who teaches 
Physics at ECU.  Karen was honored by the 
American Association of Physics Teachers by 
receiving the Distinguished Service Citation, one 
of only three recipients this year from all across 
the country. 

 
 

The pursuit of happiness 
is the chase of a lifetime!! 



Page 5                                                                    Advocate                                         Friday, February 19, 2010 
 
 
 

�
���������	�
���
�������

�
Meet in the Fellowship Hall at 11:00 a.m. for a brief 
meeting with lunch following.  
 
Plan to stay after lunch for games, card 
playing or just visit!! 

The Lenten Retreat was a complete success.  We 
had over 50 persons attend.  The speaker was 
outstanding and the conveners did a great job. 
 

The persons who made it all possible are too 
numerous to mention.  The Evangelism Committee 
was totally involved in specific tasks.  The  Co-Chair 
and the Committee Secretary did a great job! 
 

The entire morning went by real fast!! 

All Continuing and New 
Greeters 

 
Complimentary lunch on February 28th 

At noon in the Fellowship Hall 
followed by brief training. 

 
                Ushers are invited!  

THANKS TO JOHN DAVID!  
 
John David Kendall, our current Youth Director, will 
be leaving us on March 15th.  He will be moving to 
Florida to serve in a church there.   John, along with 
his wife Kim and their family have made a lasting 
impact for the good on the Ada community and this 
church’s youth ministry.  In his time of ministry with 
us, the “Wreck Room”—the youth room—has been 
totally revamped and remodeled, and it looks great.  
They started our youth band, and have encouraged 
the youth to express their faith in many ways.  John 
has worked diligently and has welcomed a number 
of youth who had never been to our church before.   
 
The activities planned after March 15 will be led by 
church members and staff.  The Staff-Parish 
Relations Committee has begun a search process 
and will keep us up-to-date on progress.   
 
If you have a chance to talk to John David or Kim 
between now and then, be sure to tell them how 
much you appreciate all that they have done.  --  
 
George 

Note from George:  All of us who attended our 
Ash Wednesday service noticed how the ashes 
kept burning!  George burned up the papers with 
all our sins written on them, but the ashes of last 
year’s Palm Sunday leaves weren’t fully burned 
and kept smoldering—and wouldn’t burn out.  
Carol Hayden wrote this humorous 
“Congregational Reflection” on that event. 

 
 

ALTAR-STINGUISHERS 
NEEDED NOW!! 

 
The Ash Wednesday service underscored the 
immediate need for altar-stinguishers. 
 

As the Pastor started his traditional “burning of the 
sins”, the altar became ablaze with firey brimstone.  
George frantically continued stirring the flaming 
pot, Bob continually ran his mouth about anything 
that popped into his emaciated brain. Roberto 
fanned the flame with the sleeve of his garment, 
and Rozzie came racing in with a bucket full of 
water. 
 
As the ashes sizzled down, the billowing smoke 
circled ever upward clouding the view of the 
cherubim. 
 
Tears ran down the congregation’s stinging eyes. 
Throats were cleared of smoke, as the 
abomination of the hell fire and smoke was brought 
down by the confessions of the congregation’s 
heavy sins. 
 
Please place your much needed contribution in the 
fire-proof offering plate next Sunday.  Our 
insurance deductible has been raised to an all time 
high.  We need to take every precaution to protect 
our sanctuary from George’s all out effort to 
destroy our sinful ways. 
 



PRAYERS:  Ben Arneechek, Clarice Bowman, Mikala 
Bray,  Debbie Bynum, Gary Carter , Haddox family in 
Shawnee, Sonja Jeter, Lena King (Paula Watkin’s aunt), Zoe 
Logan, Utah Nation, Charlotte Oxford, Caroline Pannell and 
infant daughter, Sierra Faith, Brettley Rhoades (Lacy Trit-
ten’s brother) Cheryl Rhynes, Paula Roberts, Hal Robert-
son, Richard Ross, Judy Short (Lani Vassconcellos’ sister), 
True Wallace (Daughter of Debbie and Jack Wallace), 
Karen Williams. 
 
M.D. Anderson:  Janice Herndon 
Mercy Hospital:  Wilma Lawson (Jim Lawson’s mother) 
 
EXPECTANT MOTHERS:    Pam Watkins Beard, Jill 
Danielson, Jill McCortney Harris, Blair  Harrison,   Stephanie 
Taylor Kinneberg,  Kim Moon.  

 
 

Please continue to pray for these 
men and women serving in our armed 

forces:  
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Watching Our Figures 
 
 

OFFERING  2/14    $ 7,908.38 
Faith Promise             $  742.00   
Memorials                   $  145.00 
   
ATTENDANCE  2/14              
    Sunday School 184    
    8:30  a.m. Worship  78                                                 
   10:45 a.m.  Worship   139              
                    
Total Worship Attendance    217   

SUNDAY, February 21 - SCOUT SUNDAY 
 8:30 a.m. Worship (Chapel) 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:45 a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)  
 12:00 p.m. Scout “Thank You” Chili Lunch (CLC)
 7:00 p.m. Confirmation II (Parlor) 
 

MONDAY, February 22 
 1:00 p.m. Bridge Class 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Praise Band Practice (Wreck Rm.) 
 7:00 p.m. Worship Committee (Library)  
 7:00 p.m. Traditions Narcotics Anonymous  
  (Disciples Class)  
 7:30 p.m. Pictorial Directory Photographers’ 
  meeting (Fellowship Class) 
  

TUESDAY, February 23 
 9:30 a.m. Talmidim Bible Study  (Library) 
 5:30 p.m. Children’s Council (Parlor) 
  

WEDNESDAY, February 24 
 9:30 a.m. Rebekah Bible Study (Library) 
 11:00 a.m. Golden Agers Lunch (F.H.) 
 11:00 a.m. Lunch Bunch (CLC) 
   3:00 p.m.  Youth After-School Fellowship (Wreck Rm.) 
 3:45 p.m. Confirmation Class 
 5:15 p.m. FaithBreak Meal (F.H.) 
   6:00 p.m. FaithBreak Classes/Studies 
     In The Beginning –Nursery 
     Children-”Joseph in Egypt”  
     Youth—Junior and Senior High 
     Adult Classes 
        Financial Peace University  
               (Disciples Classroom) 
        Capital Campaign Presentation (F.H.) 
        Parenting Classes 
 6:00 p.m. Chancel Ringers Practice 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Practice  
 

THURSDAY, February 25 
 7:00 p.m. Disciple I Bible Study (Library) 
 

SATURDAY, February 27 
  Youth-“Winter Jam” (Ford Center, OKC) 
  

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

MONDAY, March 1 
 8:00 a.m. Chemical Dependency One-Day 
  Seminar 
 

MONDAY, March 8 
 6:00 p.m. Dark Exodus: Lost Girls of Sudan 
  (Fellowship Hall.) 
 

SUNDAY, March 14 
   1:00 p.m.    Youth Ski Trip Departure 

FaithBreak Serving Schedule:                           

  Feb. 24:   New Roots 
                       March 3:  Parlor 
 March 10:  Home Builders 

THOUGHTS… 
. 

Be kinder than necessary because everyone you 
meet is fighting some kind of battle. 


