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Future Events

MONDAY, Jan. 18
Martin Luther King Day
Office Closed

WEDNESDAY, Jan. 20
Matthew 25 Mission
St. Luke’s Episcopal

Church
10:00 a.m.

THURSDAY, Jan. 21
Matthew 25 Mission
St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church
6:00 a.m.

SATURDAY, Feb. 6
Local Church
Leaders Workshop

Fellowship Hall
8:30 a.m, Registration

SATURDAY, Feb. 13
Pre-Lenten Retreat
8:30 a.m.
Fellowship Hall

TODAY'S NEEDS, TOMORROW'S DREAMS

A Plan to keep our Facility Beautiful and Servicek

TODAY'S NEEDS:

$170,000 for the new HVAC (Heating, Venting, Air Conditioning) system for the Sanctuary.
Yes, we're still having some “start-up” issues with it, but it will be fixed and will provide efficient
heating and air conditioning for 20+ years.

$20,000 for Rewiring the Sanctuary to replace outmoded and under-capacity plug-ins. The
present outlets are not three-wire with grounded plugs. Also, the circuit breaker box is at
capacity. The outlet for our sound board is overloaded, and we need to add some more
circuits for future needs.

$60,000 for Restoring the remaining Stained Glass W  indows in the Chapel and in the
hallway by the office. We've restored the windows in the Sanctuary and one large window in
the Chapel. Now we need to finish the job.

TOMORROW’S DREAMS:

$100,000 for our Building Maintenance Endowment Fun  d. This will add to our Endowment
Fund to provide money for building maintenance indefinitely.

OUR GOAL:

Raise $350,000 within three years.

THE PLAN:

1. Invite every member and friend of the congregation to make a 3-year pledge to help make
our goal.

2. “Kick-off” Sunday will be January 31. On this day...
We will have only one worship service—at 10:45.
We will have a catered dinner after worship for the entire church to hear about the plan and
how we can contribute.

3. The month of February will be the “Education Phase” in which members of our Planning
Team will answer our questions in small, face-to-face groups.

4. The month of March will be the “Contribution Phase” in which each of us can make our
pledge.

Please join us as we respond to
Today’s Needs, Tomorrow’s Dreams!
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WHY??

That's the question that
quickly comes to mind when
we see or experience deep
tragedy or pain. A loved one
dies, and our grief feels like a
tsunami that rolls over us and
we struggle even to breathe.
An earthquake devastates a
whole country, and we weep
with pain and powerlessness
as we see the fear and the de-

spair on innocent people’s
faces. An addiction cripples an individual and
strangles freedom and smothers hope and then
ruptures relationships, and we wonder at the evil
power of a chemical to literally control the life of a
human being and all his/her family members and
friends. “Why?” we ask!

In the book of Job in the Bible, Job criticizes God
because of all his sufferings, even blaming God
for them. God answers “out of the whirlwind,” but
doesn't give a real answer! Instead, God says,
“Where were you when | laid the foundations of
the earth? Tell me if you have understanding...”
God continues, and the message is clear: *Job,
you can't understand. There’'s no way you can
fully comprehend the complexities of the world.
You just have to trust me!” God does say that
Job’s suffering is NOT because he was such a
sinner as his “friends” had asserted (and God
gives them a stern criticism), but it is real. He has
to trust God'’s love, even as he suffers.

As I've told some of you from time to time, | imag-
ine this tightly sealed “bottle” up on the shelf in my
mind. It's labeled, “Questions I'm going to ask
God after | die.” Every once-in-a-while | have to
take it down from the shelf, open it up and put an-
other question inside it. Then | put the top back
on it, put it up on the shelf and go on with my life,
doing my best to be faithful with the understanding
that | do have.

Then when those “Why???” moments come, like
a death or an earthquake or a friend’'s addiction, |
have the energy to turn my mind to asking, “What
now?” and “How can | help?” That's what our
church does in so many ways! Let me tell you
about a few of the most recent.

Bruce Stewart, an active member of our church
who worships regularly at our 8:30 service, has
asked for permission for the church to provide a
room in our building for a Narcotics Anonymous
chapter to meet here weekly. He would lead the

group and be the “go-to” person if we have anyone
who would need this ministry. They are requesting
Monday or Tuesday nights and would meet for about
60 to 90 minutes in an unused room. Bruce tells me
that there is a desperate need for a NA group in Ada
since there is not one at this time, and many people
are sincerely wanting to recover but have no place to
meet for mutual encouragement. This would be a sig-
nificant outreach to the Ada area and would send the
message to everyone that this church cares for ALL
people (which is what we were seeking to do with the
Community Christmas Dinner). Our Church Council
has enthusiastically approved this initiative, and we
are so thankful that Bruce is owning this as his per-
sonal ministry among us.

As you know, we are doing what we can do here to
help the folks in Haiti. We ache for the victims of the
devastation, and we feel so powerless to do any-
thing—the damage is so extensive and overwhelming.
But, instead of asking, “Why?” and wringing our
hands, we are asking, “What now?” and, “How can |
help?” We know that the United Methodist Church
has already sent trained relief workers who are there
now, on the ground, cooperating with all the other
agencies to do what the whole world wants to do—
help! Our congregation has sent $1,000 from our
Faith Promise funds and will channel any other gifts
you give through UMCOR. (Remember that 100% of
the funds will go to the need with nothing taken out for
“overhead.”) We will be making “Health Kits” for our
UMCOR workers to give to the folks who can’t even
wash their face!

When grief hits a family in our church, we are there!
Your pastors go by and visit and reassure the be-
reaved person of God’s continuing presence and
comfort. If requested, we lead a funeral service, cele-
brating the gift of this life among us and reminding us
of God’'s continued presence and love. Sunday
school classes and church members prepare meals
for the bereaved family and visit in person, expressing
their love. Our Stephen’s Ministers do follow-up, on-
going care as long as a grieving person feels the
need.

Yes, those “WHY???” moments will come to every-
one. And when they do, we know that “In all things
God works for good for those who love the Lord and
are called according to his purpose.” Then we roll up
our sleeves and say, “What now?”

Blessings,

George
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January is full of learning! The One Year Old Class
is studying snowmen. They are building snowmen
out of playdough and dressing up like snowmen.

The Twos are studying polar bears. They are
reading stories and making crafts along with the
theme.

The Three Year Old Class is studying global friends.
They are learning different ways to say “Hello”
making passports and worlds, and counting to ten in
Spanish.

The Fours are beginning a unit on Art. There are
definitely aspiring artists emerging. Stop by their
class and see some of their work!

We will not have classes on Monday, January 18" in
honor of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. Have a wonderful week.

Ms. Kiah
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CALLINGALL6 ™ GRADERS:

It's Almost Time for Confirmation Class.

So you've been coming to church with your parents
and coming to Sunday school. Until now, you've
been a part of this church because of your parents or
grandparents. Now is your chance to explore the
Christian faith, evaluate our United Methodist
heritage and make your own decision about being a
disciple of Jesus Christ.

We'll meet after school on Wednesdays, starting on
February 3™. Confirmation Sunday will be April 11"
Parents or youth may call Lisa Elliott or George
Warren at the church to get on the list. We'll be in
touch about all the details.

Children’'s News

Book Il Rotational Sunday School:

Last week we started our eight week

rotation on The Lord's Supper. In the

Methodist Church, all children are
invited to participate in Holy Communion. This unit
will help the children understand the significance of
this sacrament.

FaithBreak: On Wednesday, January 6th, we
began our 6 week session on John Wesley, "J. W.
and Company". We are traveling back to John
Wesley's day and learning all about John Wesley
and the circuit riders and other early leaders of the
Methodist Church. This is a Vacation Bible School
format, and is lots of fun. We are learning about
Wesley through story, music and crafts.

While the kids are having fun upstairs, parents are
invited to our parenting class which covers Kevin
Leman's Birth Order Book. The class is facilitated by
Debra Ross.

Our babies and toddlers are also learning about John
Wesley "In the Beginning".

Answer to Last Week's Riddle: Thomas Coke and
Francis Asbury combine to give us Cokesbury.

Riddle: What early Methodist woman was horrified
to find her cousin playing a game? What was the
game?

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!
VBS IS JUNE 14 TO 18, 2010!!!

Lisa Elliott
Director of Children's Ministries

HIGH SEAS

MATTHEW 25 MISSION

We need your Apple Market receipts and plastic
bags for the Matthew 25 Mission.

A portion of your purchases from Apple Market is
donated to the mission. This means more money to
purchase food from the food bank.

Food items are put in the plastic bags before delivery
to a needy family. A great way to recycle your bags!

Please bring your receipts and bags to the church
office.
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We started our Skit and WHAT ABOUT THE
Drama Ministry with the
Youth and I have to say, we FURNACE?
, have some very talented
What's New!! kids. We hope to perform the Well, it was 60 degrees in the Sanctuary last

skit for you sometime in the
future.

Justin Logan and Matt Taylor along with Kel Penny are
back from their mission trip to Honduras. We are
anxious to hear all about the trip.

We also Kicked off our 30 Hour Famine to help raise
money for World Vision to help the very malnourished
and poor children. A child is dieing every 7 seconds
from the lack of food and disease and we want to do
our part in helping in Gods ministry. We are having a
30 hour event at our church February 19 and 20. We
have invited our district churches to attend as well. We
are praying that this will reach the hearts of our youth
as well as our church to help raise money and support
this ministry.

Our worship band is back to practice and playing after
time off over the holidays. We're excited to start
worshiping again.

Upcoming Events:

Winter Jam - Oklahoma City - February 27

Spring Break Ski Trip - Winter Park, CO -
March 14 - 19

Acquire the Fire - Tulsa, OK - March 26 - 27

Every one have a Blessed and wonderful New Year.

Join us on Facebook. It's a great way to keep in touch
and see what everyone is doing. Please feel free to
call me with any questions 352-442-5490

John David

Organization Meeting

Wednesday, January 20th
6:00 p.m. in the Parlor.

“LUNCH BUNCH”
For 7th-12th grades

Lunch Bunch will begin
Wednesday, January 20.
Transportation will be provided for
7th-9th grades.

Sunday. The engineer who designed the furnace
was here on January 9, evaluating and taking
readings. He is working with the contractor who
installed the heater/air conditioner and Trane who
manufactured it to find out why it is still not working
right. Our Trustees are doing everything they can to
“hurry” this process! Thank you for your patience!

UPPER ROOM
SUBSCRIPTIONS

You may submit your 2010 subscription on
Sunday, January 17 at both services.

The annual cost is $12. Please write a separate
check made out to FUMC.

SEEKERS CLASS OFFERS

‘“ALPHA” COURSE

FOR EVERYONE!
(Sundays at 9:30-10:30 am
in the Fellowship Hall

The Alpha course is for you if:
- You are interested in the Christian faith but

have some questions still unanswered.
You have been in the church for a long time
but have questions that you're now
embarrassed to ask because you think
“everyone” already knows the answers.
(They don't.)
You don't currently have a Sunday school
class and would like to get started with one.

Lisa Elliott will be facilitating the class for the next
several weeks. Everyone is welcome!

FaithBreak

serving schedule:

Jan. 20: Fellowship
Jan. 27: Disciples
Feb. 3: Serendipity
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WHAT WILL WE DO
FOR HAITI?

UMCOR, our United Methodist Committee on Relief,
has sent an emergency appeal for churches to assist
in the relief efforts for the victims of the devastating
earthquake in Haiti in two ways:

1. Send funds for the UMCOR Relief and
Reconstruction efforts that will begin shortly.
These funds will not go to some government
agency. Instead, they will be taken with our own
UMCOR workers and used directly for the most
needful people. 100% of the funds will be used
for the needs there with no “overhead”.

2. Prepare and send personal Health Kits to
provide for personal hygiene. These kits will be
distributed to the individuals who need them most
because of the loss of clean water and shelter and
will help prevent the spread of disease.

WHAT WE ARE DOING:

1. Our Faith Promise Committee has approved the
immediate sending of $1,000 to UMCOR from our
Contingency/Emergency Fund. (This is money that
our members have given as part of their Faith
Promise.) If you would like to make an additional gift,
send your check made out to FUMC and put “Haiti
Relief” on the memo line.

2. You may also wish to buy the items for one or
more personal Health Kits (approximately $12 per Kit)
on your next visit to the store. If you bring them to the
church by Sunday, January 24, we can take them to
Oklahoma City for quick pickup. The list of items
needed is on column 2.

Needed items:

Health Kit Details:

Health kits provide basic necessities to people who
have been forced to leave their homes because of
human conflict or natural disaster. Health kits are also
used as learning tools in personal hygiene, literacy,
nutrition and cooking classes. When people gain the
knowledge and materials to maintain personal
hygiene, their overall health improves.

Contents:

1 hand towel (from 15" x 25" up to 17" x 27")

1 washcloth

1 comb (large and sturdy, not pocket-sized)

1 nail file or fingernail clippers (no emery boards or
toenail clippers)

1 bath-size bar of soap (3 0z. and up)

1 toothbrush (single brushes only in original wrapper,
No child-size brushes)

1 large tube of toothpaste (4.5 oz. or larger, expiration
date must be 6 months or longer in advance of the
date of shipment to UMCOR Sager Brown)

6 adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages

Place these items inside a sealed one-gallon plastic
bag. In a separate envelope, please send a check for
at least $1 for each kit to help UMCOR Sager Brown
with the costs of processing and shipping kits around
the world.

Important: Please do not include any religious,
political or patriotic notes or personal notes, money or
additional materials in any kit. Because of strict rules
imposed by international communities regarding
product entry into their countries, it is important that
kits contain only the items requested and nothing
more.

All women of the church are encouraged to
participate in the UMW Reading program. Criteria
is that one reads at least one book from each of
four catagories during the year. Upon completion
submit the list to the Secretary of Program
Resources and you will be issued a certigficate
from the District. For information, contact Verna
Rice at 436-6212.

NEW MEMBERS!

We welcome Jim and Dorothy Barlow who
joined our church family on January 10.

Pre-Lenten Retreat
February 13th / 8:30 to noon
Fellowship Hall

Amy will sing, teach, and
preach a morning of
inspiration, reflection,

commitment.

Plan NOW to attend.

Rev. Amy Venable Goal—50 persons,
Amy is a highly gifted minister, formerly an

associate at Boston Ave. U.M.C. now, Senior
Pastor at St. Stephens U.M.C. in Norman.

Don’'t Miss Her!



SUNDAY, January 17
8:30 a.m. Worship (Chapel)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)
5:00 p.m. Youth Group
7:00 p.m. Confirmation Il  (Parlor)

MONDAY, January 18
OFFICE CLOSED-Martin Luther King Day

5:00 p.m. Youth Praise Band Practice

5:30 a.m. Finance Committee (Library)
TUESDAY, January 19

9:30 a.m. Talmidim Bible Study (Library)

WEDNESDAY, January 20
9:30 a.m. Rebekah Bible Study (Library)
10:00 a.m. Matthew 25 Mission (St. Luke’s)
11:00 a.m. Lunch Bunch (CLC)
1:00 p.m. Prayer Card Ministry (Disciples Classrm.)
3:00 p.m. Youth After School Fellowship (Rec. Rm.)
5:15 p.m. Faithbreak Meal (F.H.)
6:00 p.m. Alaska Mission Organization meeting
(Parlor)
6:00 p.m. Faithbreak Classes
Parenting Classes
6:00 p.m. Chancel Ringers Practice
7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Practice

THURSDAY, January 21
7:00 p.m. Disciples | (Library)

UPCOMING EVENTS

TUESDAY, January 26
6:00 p.m. Faith Promise & Missions Combined
Meeting (Library)

SATURDAY, February 6
8:30 a.m. Local Church Leaders Workshop

SATURDAY, February 13
8:30-noon Pre-Lenten Retreat

PRAYERS: Debra Baker, , Logan Burnett, Mary Cochran,
Larry Cole, Jennifer Coleman, Lynda Cooper, Ann Dicus,
Lorene Fuller, Mabel Claire Hensley, Phyllis Inslee, Ron
Keltner, Lena King (Paula Watkin’s aunt), Bobie
Logsdon, Vicki Mapp, Utah Nation, Daniel Rhynes, Paula
Roberts, Lindsay Snow, Shirley Williamson (June Mur-
phy’s cousin)

VVRH: Charlotte Oxford, Elvin Jaquess, Clarice Bowman
M.D. Anderson: Janice Herndon

Kansas City Hospital: Tim Cowden (Jewell Collins’ Grandson)
University Hosp.: Debra Baker

OKC Hospital: True Wallace  (Daughter of Debbie and Jack Wallace)

EXPECTANT MOTHERS: Nicole Blanck, Jill Danielson,
Jill McCortney Harris, Blair Harrison, Stephanie Taylor Kin-
neberg, Shawna Montague, Kim Moon.

Please continue to pray for these men
and women serving in our armed forces:
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Watching Our Figures

OFFERING 1/10 $54,279.35
Faith Promise $ 435.00
Bldg. Mnt. Endowment $ 100.00

Capital Campaign $ 4,622.00
ATTENDANCE 1/10
Sunday School 173
8:30 a.m. Worship 64
10:45 a.m. Worship 176

Total Worship Attendance 240




